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▪ Licensing

▪ Pesticide use reporting

▪ Complying with label

▪ Handler training

▪ Managing off-target contamination



DPR issues licenses for:
▪ Individuals who use or supervise the 

use of pesticides 

▪ Pest control pilots 

▪ Businesses that apply pesticides 
Pesticide dealers, brokers and agents

▪ Individuals who give advice on 
agricultural-use pest control, including 
making written recommendations

* NOT FOR STRUCTURAL USE 



Who needs a license?
▪ Pest Control Business- Any person who advertises, solicits, or operates as a pest 

control business (pest control work for hire)

▪ Maintenance Gardener – Incidental pest control work for hire using pesticides

▪ Pest Control Advisor – makes pest control recommendation on an agricultural use

▪ Qualified Applicator License –Operate a licensed pest control business or supervise 
pesticide use (commercial applicator)

▪ Qualified Applicator Certificate – Supervise pesticide use (commercial applicator)

▪ Journeyman/Apprentice Pilot – Pest Control Pilots



Qualified Applicator License / Certificate (QAL/QAC)
▪ QAL is required to operate pest control 

business

▪ Can only supervise use in categories 
(settings) on license

▪ Can add category at any time once you 
have your license. Submit paperwork and 
fee, schedule exam.

▪ Significant changes made in 2024 to 
adhere with DPR’s certification and 
training regulations
▪ Non-crop land is now category “D” – plant 

agriculture
▪ Aluminum/magnesium phosphide use 

now category “M” – non-soil fumigation

Categories

A - Residential, Industrial, and Institutional
B - Landscape Maintenance 
C - Right-of-Way 
D - Plant Agriculture
E - Forest 
F - Aquatic 
G - Regulatory 
H - Seed Treatment 
I - Animal Agriculture 
J - Demonstration and Research 
K - Health Related 
L - Soil Fumigation 
M - Non-Soil Fumigation 



QAL/QAC Renewal
▪ License valid for two calendar years – rotation based on last name

▪ 20 continuing education hours – 4 from “Laws and Regulations” category

▪ Course host now must report hours to DPR – Progress updated on DPR license website

▪ Mail your renewals in as early if you need a valid license by January 1!!!



FAC 11408 – Defines “Agricultural Use”
▪ “Agricultural use” means the use of any pesticide or method or device for the control of 

plant or animal pests, or any other pests, or the use of any pesticide for the regulation of 
plant growth or defoliation of plants. It excludes the sale or use of pesticides in properly 
labeled packages or containers that are intended for any of the following:

▪ (a) Home use.

▪ (b) Use in structural pest control.

▪ (c) Industrial or institutional use.

▪ (d) The control of an animal pest under the written prescription of a veterinarian.

▪ (e) Local districts or other public agencies that have entered into and operate under a 
cooperative agreement with the State Department of Health Services pursuant to Section 
116180 of the Health and Safety Code, provided that any exemption under this subdivision 
is subject to the approval of the director as being required to carry out the purposes of this 
division.

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000213&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Ifdb73470c0e511eea6a3a725b73fac7a&cite=CAHSS116180
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000213&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=Ifdb73470c0e511eea6a3a725b73fac7a&cite=CAHSS116180


Use settings

Use of pesticides in a non-production 
agriculture setting is considered an 

“agricultural use”.

1: Production Agriculture – producing 
an agricultural commodity

2: Non-production agriculture –
“agriculture” not producing a 
commodity. Includes roadsides, rights 
of way, ditch banks, parks, golf courses, 
cemeteries, freshwater bodies, 
recreation areas

3: Non-agriculture – home, industrial, 
institutional, vector control



CCR 6624. Pesticide use Records
(a) The following persons shall maintain records of 
pesticide use:

(1) Any person who uses a pesticide for an 
agricultural use as defined in Food and Agricultural 
Code section 11408, other than use on livestock as 
defined in Food and Agricultural Code section 18663;
(2) Any person who uses a pesticide listed in section 
6400; (Fed/CA Restricted Use)
(3) Any person engaged for hire in the business of 
pest control;
(4) Any person who uses a pesticide for industrial 
post-harvest commodity treatment; and
(5) Any person who uses a pesticide listed in section 
6800(b) for any outdoor institution or outdoor 
industrial use. (ground water protection)

(b) The records shall include the following information for 
each pest control operation:

(1) Date and time of the application;

(2) Name of the operator of the property treated;

(3) Location of property treated;

(4) Crop commodity, or site treated;

(5) Total acreage or units treated at the site; and

(6) Pesticide, including the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (U.S. EPA) or State registration number which is 
on the pesticide label, and amount used.



Who Must Report Pesticide Use?
▪ CCR 6627. Monthly summary pesticide use reports

▪ (a) Except as provided in section 6626 (production ag), persons required to maintain 
pesticide use records pursuant to section 6624 shall report a summary of the monthly 
use of pesticides to the commissioner of the county in which the work was performed. 
The report shall be provided to the commissioner by the 10th day of the month 
following the month in which the work was performed. If the report is mailed, the 
postmark shall be the date of delivery.

If you need to maintain pesticide use records, you need to report your pesticide use 
to the Ag Commissioner’s Office in which the pesticide use occurred!



Operator Identification 
Number (OIN)
CCR 6622(c). Operator Identification Numbers 
states, in summary…

(c) Operator must obtain OIN if they will apply 
pesticides for the following reasons:

(1) Any pesticide intended for agricultural use, as 
defined in Food and Agricultural Code section 
11408, excluding those for use only on livestock, 
as defined in Food and Agricultural Code section 
18663;

(2) Any pesticide listed in section 6400;

(3) Any pesticide for industrial use as a post-
harvest commodity treatment; and

(4) Any pesticide listed in section 6800(b) for any 
outdoor institutional or outdoor industrial use.



Operator Identification 
Number (OIN)
• Obtain from CAC prior to purchase or 

use of pesticides

• Usually valid one calendar year

• PUR data compiled by DPR

• Used to analyze trends, help make 
regulatory decisions, provide public 
transparency, evaluate compliance

• If you will apply CA restricted 
pesticides, you must obtain a restricted 
materials permit



Monthly Summary Pesticide Use Reporting     
(CCR 6627)

Operator
▪ Non-production agriculture use – monthly 

summary pesticide use report (MSPUR)

▪ Report using your Operator Identification 
Number

▪ No report needed if no pesticides applied in a 
month

Pest Control Business
▪ Also MSPUR – report using DPR business 

license number

▪ Negative-use report required

All reports are due by the 10th of the month, following the month of application

Reports can be submitted through a www.calagpermits.org log in OR via a physical/digital copy 
sent to your CAC

http://www.calagpermits.org/


Monthly Summary Pesticide Use Reporting     
(CCR 6627)

▪ (b) The report shall be in a format approved by the director. The report shall include the 
following:
▪ (1) The name and address of the person who or business/organization which applied the 

pesticide(s);

▪ (2) County where the pest control was performed;

▪ (3) Month and year of pesticide use;

▪ (4) Crop, commodity or site treated, except when using a designated use code, as specified 
on the Monthly Summary Pesticide Use Report form;

▪ (5) Pesticide, including the United Stated Environmental Protection Agency or State 
registration number which is on the pesticide label, and the amount used;

▪ (6) Number of applications made with each pesticide and the total number of applications 
made during the month; and

▪ (7) Total acres or units treated with each pesticide, except when using a designated use code, 
as specified on Summary Pesticide Use Report form.
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Complying with 
Label



Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) section 12973

The use of any pesticide shall not conflict with labeling registered 
pursuant to this chapter which is delivered with the pesticide or 
with any additional limitations applicable to the conditions of any 
permit issued by the director or commissioner.

Otherwise understood as:

THE LABEL IS THE LAW



Mandatory Statements vs. Advisory Statements

The user shall ___
Do not ___

Must wear ___
Keep away from ___

Users may ___
For best results, ___

Users should ___
It is recommended ___

Informational statements such as 
“This product is toxic to fish and 

aquatic organisms”
Mandatory statements are conditions of use that must be followed



Personal Protective Equipment

• Found in precautionary statements 
section

• Must wear all PPE listed on label (or 
more protective, unless expressly 
prohibited)

• Additional PPE may be required 
based on handling activity

*CCR 6738 requires the use of eye 
protection and chemical resistant 
gloves when mixing/applying by hand 
or ground rig regardless of label 
requirements



Directions for Use

• How to legally and effectively 
perform application

• Includes crops or settings in 
which the pesticide may be 
applied

• Special restrictions and 
recommendations 

• Maximum allowed rates



Allowed Deviations from Label

• Decrease in rate/concentration/frequency
• Use method not listed on label
• Tank mix with other pesticide/fertilizer
• Control pest not listed on label, as long as use on that 

commodity/setting is allowed

*Unless expressly prohibited!



Pesticide Handler Training Requirements 
(CCR 6724)

• Employer must develop a written 
training program

• All employees must be trained 
annually and prior to handling 
pesticides

• Training must cover every pesticide to 
be used (or chemically similar group 
of pesticides)

• Training must cover specific topics for 
each pesticide the handler will use

Handling activities include:
A: Mixing/loading, transferring, applying, or 
assisting with the application of pesticides
B: Maintaining/servicing/repairing equipment 
that may contain pesticide residues
C: Working with opened (including emptied 
but not rinsed) pesticide containers



Written Training Program

• Employer
• Name of trainer / training firm
• Describes materials used in 

training
• Lists pesticide products 

covered in training



Handler Training

• Must cover topics listed in CCR 
6724(b) – 25 in total

• Trainer must be present and 
available for questions the 
entire  duration of training

• Certified applicators (valid 
QAL/QAC) are considered 
trained

• Keep records 2 years



Managing Off-Target Contamination



Preventing Drift – CCR 6614

(a) Prior to and while making an 
application, the applicator must 
evaluate:
1: Equipment
2: Weather
3: Site Treated
4: Surroundings

(b) Applicator must not make 
application if there is a reasonable 
possibility of
 Contamination of people not 

involved
 Damage to crops, animals
 Contamination of Property, 

preventing normal use





CCR 6800 - Ground Water Protection

• (a) Must have permit to 
apply below chemicals in a 
GWPA

• Atrazine
• Simazine
• Bromacil
• Diuron (except less than 

7% ai applied to foliage) 
• Prometon
• Bentazon (Basagran®)
• Norflurazon

• (b) List of other chemicals 
detected in ground water (98 
active ingredients)

• Use of chemicals in CCR 
6800(b) requires an OIN if 
applied in institutional 
/industrial settings, not just 
agricultural use

• Use CalPIP or contact CAC to 
determine if you are in a GWPA!



Pre-emergent Herbicides

• Longer residual in soils (persistent)
• Leaching and runoff concerns
• Leaching more likely in sandy soils
• Spot treatment, avoid broadcast
• Watch out for erosion and be careful moving treated soil
• Some may absorb through roots – avoid drip line of desirable trees
• Avoid over application at all cost, never apply over max rate



Off-target Contamination

• Comply with the label and use extra caution when applying near 
bodies of water

• Understand characteristics of your herbicide by reading label
• Evaluate surroundings, identify hazards and sensitive areas
• Rinse application equipment over the treated area 
• Reduce pressure to increase droplet size
• Best not to apply in windy or totally still conditions
• Consult with licensed PCA
• Ask CAC for label interpretation



Thank you! 
Questions?

John.Mikesell@venturacounty.gov
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