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Why is Santa Cruz Island special?
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Introduced Vertebrates

Feral pigs, horses, sheep, cattle, turkeys, and peafowl 
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2005
Grass         24%
Scrub         43%
Chaparral  25%
Forest          8%

1985 
Grass          74%
Scrub            5%
Chaparral   14%
Forest           7%

Vegetation Recovery 1985-2005

Morrison 2007: Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment
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Invasive Plant Eradication

M. Ball





Ant morning glory pic

Argentine Ant Eradication
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Santa Cruz Island fox (Urocyon littoralis santacruzae)
Federally delisted 2016



Island scrub jay protection



Santa Cruz Island live-forever (Dudleya nesiotica)
Federally delisted 2024



Sea Cliff Bedstraw (Gallium buxifolium)
Federally delisted 2024



Federally Endangered- met recovery criteria on Island

Hoffmann’s rockcress (Boechera hoffmannii)



State Endangered- fully recovered
Santa Cruz Islnd lotus (Acmispon argophyllus niveus)



Federally Endangered- met recovery criteria on Island
Santa Cruz island fringe-pod (Thysanocarpus conchuliferus)



Rediscoveries



Black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii)

Federally endangered- On the rise



TNC NPS

Santanasailing.com





Survey/Treatments in the Point Arena Area 

Invasive
Cobweb bush (Plecostachys serpyllifolia )
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Invasive
Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana)
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Malacothrix squalida
Extinction imminent

Island dunedelion (Malacothris squalida)
Federally endangered- extinction eminent



Island barberry (Berberis pinnata subsp. insularis)
Federally endangered- 11 individuals/ 4 populations
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Loss of native Opuntia scrub due to introduction 
of the biocontrol agent- Cochineal 
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