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Location
San Dieguito (not San Diego) River
Northern Central San Diego County
Santa Fe Valley / Del Dios Gorge

181 Total Acres

43 Discrete Parcels w/in 2 HOAs

90% Private Property

10% County Park



1918 Lake Hodges Dam Constructed

1980 El Nino Floods

2007 Witch Creek Fire

2014 Bernardo Fire Photo Credit: G Kuhn, UC Press



2007 Witch Creek Fire 2014 Bernardo Fire



Red River Gum Eucalyptus

Acacia

Arundo

Tamarisk

Canary Island Date Palm

Mexican Fan Palm

Pampas Grass

Brazilian Pepper



Wildlife
CAGN
LBV
Ridgway’s Rail
Steelhead Trout?
Wildlife Corridors (mountain lion, badger, etc.)
Yellow Breasted Chat
Rufous Crowned Sparrow
Monarch Butterfly

Plants
San Diego Marsh Elder
San Diego Barrel Cactus
California Adolphia
Nuttall’s Scrub Oak
Torrey Pine



Community Wildfire Protection

Wildlife Habitat Quality Enhancement
T&E Species Recovery

Coast to Crest Trail User Experience

Streamflow Enhancement

Workforce Development

Beneficial Reuse of Wood Biomass





2009 – CEQA (Programmatic MND) Completed

2015 – Initial Funding and Technical Support from USFWS Partners Program. CDFW LSAA Issued.

2024 – 2027 WCB Grant “Arroyo Phase I” - $1,500,000



CAFSC



WCA

SDCL

Urban Corps

CCC

ACE

RSFA

SWCA

CNPS Volunteers!



Funding

Capacity

Community Opposition (Rancho Santa Fe       Eucalyptus)

Herbicide ‘Limitations’

LSAA Restrictions on Heavy Equipment, Nesting Season, etc.

Land Ownership & ROE Permitting

Covid-19

Lake Hodges Seismic Issues

Biomass Management



Eucalyptus / Acacia / Tamarisk – Cut stump / drill & kill

Date Palm – drill & kill

Arundo – cut and spray resprouts

Biomass – chipping, brush pile ‘habitat structures’, etc.



• Helicopters!
• Drones!!









Multispectral Imaging

“Stacked Cube” – LBV Habitat Structure

CRAM

Ongoing Wildlife Surveys 
E-Bird Transects
Herp Surveys
Wildlife Cameras 



Remove approximately 50 remaining trees 

Treat resprouts (again)

Clean up our mess!
More helicopters!!!
Pile Burns?

Monitor & Maintain 


