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Oncosiphon pilulifer

• Annual herb with round yellow flowers

• Dissected leaves; pinnate

o Resin glands

• Strongly-scented; pungent

• "Globe chamomile" and/or stinknet

• Asteraceae

• +/- 2 ft (60 cm) tall





Stinknet: Overview

• Native to South Africa

• First appeared in Southern California around 1980

• Appeared and established in Arizona in the late 90s to 

early 2000s

• Started to spread into the Coachella Valley in the 

2010s

• Fast generation times with sufficient rainfall



Early Detection, Rapid Response (EDRR) Overview

• Effective eradication of invasive populations begins when they are still small

• Prevention vs Mitigation

• Cal-IPC surveillance lists - Cal-IPC Rating: High

• Land managers should develop a plan tailored to their specific region

www.nps.gov



Stinknet: Herbicide

• Herbicide can be effective depending on management needs:

• Garlon3A (Triclopyr3)

• Trichlopyr4

• Diquat

• No to glyphosate*

• With surfactant can be effective post emergence



Portrait of a Pest

• Irritant

o Resin can produce rashes; severity varies

o Can induce asthma in large stands and/or when burned; 

caustic

• Poor substitute for grazing- reduces palatable ruffage

• Vulnerable plant species - Astragalus lentiginosus var. coachellae

• Coachella Valley:

o Fear of spread onto Pacific Crest Trail and into sky islands

o Displacing already vulnerable plant populations



Astragalus lentiginosus var. coachellae



Astragalus lentiginosus var. coachellae cont.



iNaturalist Stinknet Observations

Coachella Valley 
Conservation Land

























Roadblocks:

• Permitting for land access

• Scale of certain stands vs available manpower



In Summary:

• Stinknet has established in the Coachella Valley, but not all is lost.

• Potential stands have been eradicated using EDRR

• Established stands are being monitored by several special interest groups

• Encroaching on desert habitat broadly;

o Vulnerable plant populations are important to highlight for:

▪ Species conservation

▪ Telling a story that might inspire more aid & attention



Thank you!
Special thanks to:

• Cal-IPC

• Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC)
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