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ICEPLANT!!







We don’t have to reinvent the wheel!



Campus Point, UCSB 



Solarize iceplant…



Plant native shrubs…



Success!

















Reasons for success
Distinct boundaries
Single invader 
Single restoration target
Small scale
Long-term management
Students!
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How can we effectively “scale up” 
restoration in iceplant dominated landscapes? 
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1) Control iceplant and minimize reinvasion 

2) Active Restoration

 a) Maximize native plant establishment 

 b) Improve ecosystem processes 

3) Minimize secondary invasions



Restoration Targets

Coastal Sage Scrub Coastal Dunes Seasonal Wetlands
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Coastal Sage Scrub
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2a) Maximize native plant establishment 



1) Control iceplant and minimize reinvasion 
Q1: Does iceplant reinvade? 
Q2: If yes, does intact sage scrub resist reinvasion?





High Native Cover Low Native Cover

Experimental Restoration Plots



Killed + Follow-up

Killed + No Follow-up

Q1: Does iceplant reinvade? 
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Planting Seeding



67

Isocoma menziesii - 
Menzie's goldenbush

Diplacus aurantiacus - 
sticky monkeyflower

Artemisia californica – 
California sagebrush

Scrophularia 
californica – 

California bee-plant

Acmispon glaber – 
deerweed

Encelia californica – 
California bush sunflower

Ericameria ericoides – 
Mock heather Leptosyne gigantea – 

giant coreopsis
Eriogonum parvifolium 

– seacliff buckwheat
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Q: How can we best establish shrubs?



1) Control iceplant and minimize reinvasion 
 Iceplant will reinvade 
 Intact shrubs can slow reinvasion
2a) Maximize native plant establishment 
 Seeding = quick and effective



Thank you! Email: nsaglimbeni@ucsb.edu

Moving beyond a single species 
mindset reveals multi-species and 
multi-ecosystem challenges for 

restoration practitioners.

Enhancing ecological resistance 
can lead to larger-scale and 

longer-term success. 
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