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The Land Conservancy 
of San Luis Obispo County

Nonprofit land trust

Established in 1984

67,000+ acres permanently protected

ÅFee Property Ownership & Management (4,700 acres, 

17 properties)

ÅConservation Easements w/ Private Landowners 

(63,000 acres, 50 easements)



ÅSan Luis Obispo & Santa Barbara County

Å11 miles of coastline

Å20,000 acres

Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Complex



Guadalupe-Nipomo National Wildlife Refuge

Å2,553 acres established in 
2000

ÅVentura Office of U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service

ÅCreated for the protection 
of rare habitat types and 
species





Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Wildlife Refuge: Successional Habitat Types

Coastal dune scrubCoastal foredunesCoastal strand

Active sand dune

Coastal freshwater 
wetland

West East



Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes Wildlife Refuge: Foredune Rare Species

Western snowy plover (Charadrius nivosusnivosus) 
Surf thistle                                     
Cirsium rhothophilum

Photo Credit: Mick Thompson

Dune spectaclepod
Dithyreamartima



Species Recovery: Western Snowy Plover

ÅSmall shorebird
ÅBreeds primarily on coastal 

beaches from  s.Washingtonto 
s.BajaCalifornia, Mexico

ÅBreed early March to end of 
September

ÅListed in 1993 as Federally 
threatened
Åhabitat loss, human disturbance, 

and predation
Åfewer than 2,000 breeding plovers 

remain in the Pacific coast 
population Photo Credit: Iliana Arroyos Photo Credit: Kimberly Paradise 



Western Snowy Plover 2024 Survey

24 nests found in 2024 (42% successful hatch rate)
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beachgrass (Ammophila spp.), and expanding predator populations have resulted in 

a decline in active nesting areas and in the size of the breeding and wintering 
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Foredune Habitat Invaders

Iceplant
Carportus ssp.

European beachgrass    
Ammophila arenaria

Purple ragwort    
Senecio elegans



Aggressive Invader Susceptible Ecosystem

Ammophila arenaria
European beachgrass

Coastal Foredune



European beachgrass
Ammophila arenaria

Pismo Times, May 1965



Ammophila arenaria Key Attributes

ÅClumping perennial grass 
(approx. 4 ft tall)

ÅCourse, tough foliage and long 
thick rhizomes

ÅRhizomes within the top 8 
inches of the sand

ÅReproduces predominantly by 
rhizome

ÅWhen rhizome is buried, 
stimulates additional growth

ÅSeed viability appears very low
ÅDormant during summer 

(leaves curl closed)


