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The Land Conservancy
of San Luis Obispo Cou
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Nonprofit land trust
Established in 1984
67,000+ acres permanently protected
A Fee Property Ownership & Management (4,700 acres,
17 properties)
A Conservation Easements w/ Private Landowners

(63,000 acres, 50 easements)



GuadalupeNipomo Dunes Complex

A San Luis Obispo & Santa Barbara County
A 11 miles of coastline
~ A20000acres.
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A 2 553 acres established in
2000

A Ventura Office of U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service

A Created for the protection
of rare habitat types and
species
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GuadalupeNipomo Dunes Wildlife Refuge: Successional Habitat Type
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Coastal strand Coastal foredunes
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GuadalupeNipomo Dunes Wildlife Refuge: Foredune Rare Species
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Western snowy plover Charadrius nivosus nivosus)
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Sdrf thistle Dune spectaclepod
Cirsium rhothophilum Dithyrea martima



Species Recovery: Western Snowy Plover

A Small shorebird

A Breeds primarily on coastal
beaches from s.Washingtonto
s.BajaCalifornia, Mexico

A Breed early March to end of
September

A Listed in 1993 as Federally
threatened

A habitat loss, human disturbance,
and predation
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Western Snowy Plover 2024 Survey
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24 nests found in 2024 (42% successful hatch rate) e I | g




Sy
%-l,\_ - \:g

/e ¢ HRacecaqWl INI ¢T ¢cqRYUWHeE 2t W1 WAH! W6e ¢ UWI Rt gel
beachgrass Ammophila spp.), and expanding predator populations have resulted Iin
a decline in active nesting areas and in the size of the breeding and wintering
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Foredune Habitat Invaders
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Iceplant European beachgrass Purple ragwort
Carportus ssp. Ammophila arenaria Senecio elegans




Aggressive Invader Susceptible Ecosystem

Ammophila arenaria
European beachgrass



f’j Plant Range

European beachgrass
Ammophila arenaria

Harvest Bundled ‘ i

Observation Search
~1983 records in California

Plant Characteristics
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B one or more occurrences
within a 7.5-minute quadrangle

that was harvested
- grass is being pl
stablize the dunes,
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Ammophila arenariaKey Attributes

A Clumping perennial grass
(approx. 4 ft tall)

A Course, tough foliage and long
thick rhizomes

A Rhizomes within the top 8

inches of the sand Sy i i,

A Reproduces predominantly by o . | o
rhizome | ' ey

A When rhizome is buried,
stimulates additional growth

A Seed viability appears very low

A Dormant during summer
(leaves curl closed)




