MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Plumas-Sierra Weed Management Area
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is made and entered into by the signatories.
I.
Authority
This Memorandum of Understanding is made and entered into by:
· Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture;

· Plumas-Sierra Counties U.C. Cooperative Extension;
· Plumas National Forest;
· Tahoe National Forest;

· Lassen National Forest;
· Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest;

· California Department of Transportation District 2;
· Bureau of Land Management Eagle Lake Field Office;
· Natural Resources Conservation Service;
· Plumas County Public Works Department;

· Sierra County Public Works Department;
· Plumas-Sierra Farm Bureau;
· Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District;  

· Feather River Resource Conservation District;
· Feather River Land Trust;
· Plumas Corp;

· Plumas Fire Safe Council;
· Collins Pine Company;

· Sierra Pacific Industries;

· Plumas-Sierra Counties Cattlemen’s Association;
hereinafter referred to as Principal Parties, Parties or Party, or Partner(s); and other Parties according to the terms of this Memorandum of Understanding, Section IV.

II.
Purpose
The purpose of this memorandum of understanding is to establish terms and conditions under which the Plumas-Sierra Noxious WEEDS Management Group will cooperate and coordinate activities necessary for the prevention and control of noxious weeds in Plumas and Sierra Counties.  The emphasis of these activities shall be focused upon the prevention of noxious weeds and/or their expansion.  The priority of control and eradication efforts shall concentrate on the species listed as noxious weeds by the California Department of Food and Agriculture.

III.
Introduction

Whereas, most noxious weed infestations are limited to small sites within Plumas and Sierra Counties, and whereas a coordinated approach to identifying sites and developing a response using one or more of the following three methods:  1) mechanical removal, 2) biological control, 3) herbicides, could minimize further noxious weed infestation of Plumas and Sierra Counties.

IV.
Conditions

Now therefore in consideration of the above premises the parties agree as follows:

A.
Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture:

1.
Release biological control agents and manage their distribution throughout the counties.

2.
Work with private landowners to address noxious weed infestations on their property.

3.
Identify, manage where eradication is not feasible on noxious weed infestations on County property.

4.
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification and methods of control and prevention.

5.
Work with city, county, state, and federal land managers to address noxious weed infestations on the property they operate.
B.
U.S.F.S. Plumas National Forest:

1.
Identify noxious weed infestations on Plumas National Forest land.

2.
Educate the public and Forest Service employees about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Coordinate the control of noxious weed infestations on National Forest land with the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture.
C.
U.S.F.S. Tahoe National Forest:

1.
Identify noxious weed infestations on Tahoe National Forest land.

2.
Educate the public and Forest Service employees about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Coordinate the control of noxious weed infestations on National Forest land with the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture.
D.
U.S.F.S. Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest:

1.
Identify noxious weed infestations on Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest land.

2.
Educate the public and Forest Service employees about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Coordinate the control of noxious weed infestations on National Forest land with the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture.

E.
U.S.F.S. Lassen National Forest:

1.
Identify noxious weed infestations on Lassen National Forest land.

2.
Educate the public and Forest Service employees about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Coordinate the control of noxious weed infestations on National Forest land with the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture.

F. 
Collins Pine Company

1. Identify noxious weed infestations on Collins Pine Company land.

2. Control noxious weed infestations on Collins Pine Company land.

3. Educate the public and Collins Pine Company employees about noxious      weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

G.
California Department of Transportation District 2:

1.
Provide encroachment permit for no fee to allow for control of noxious weeds along state highway right of ways.

2.
Coordinate with Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture on noxious weed control projects within the state highway right of way boundaries.
H.
Bureau of Land Management, Eagle Lake Field Office:

1.
Identify noxious weed infestations on public lands administered by BLM.

2.
Arrange for the control of these noxious weeds on BLM land by the development of an annual weed management plan and coordinate these efforts with the Plumas-Sierra Counties Department of Agriculture.

3.
Educate the public and BLM employees about noxious weeds, their identification and methods of prevention.
I.
Natural Resources Conservation Service:

1.
Provide a means of grant applications to provide funding opportunities to perform noxious weed control.

2.
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land.

J.
Plumas County Public Works Department:

1.
Use maintenance practices that will limit the spread of noxious weeds.

2.
Educate road department employees on noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Control noxious weed infestations on county road right of ways.

K.
Sierra County Public Works Department:

1.
Use maintenance practices that will limit the spread of noxious weeds.

2.
Educate road department employees on noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

3.
Control noxious weed infestations on county road right of ways.

L.
Plumas-Sierra Counties Farm Bureau:

1.
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

2.
Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land.
M.
Sierra Valley Resource Conservation District

1. 
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and 
methods of prevention.

2. 
Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land 
and coordinate with RCD members on weed control methods and 
successes.

3. 
Use of goats for weed treatments.
N.
 Feather River Resource Conservation District

1. 
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and 
methods of prevention.

2. 
Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land 
and coordinate with RCD members on weed control methods and 
successes.
3.      Monitor and prevent the spread of noxious weeds in recently disturbed         areas.
4. 
Use of goats for weed treatments.

O.
Feather River Land Trust

1. 
Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and 
methods of prevention.

2.  
Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land.

3.
Use of goats for weed treatments.

           P.        Plumas Corp


1. Identify noxious weed infestations during the design of Plumas                      Corporation-led restoration projects.
2. Use construction practices that will limit the spread of noxious weeds.
3. Coordinate the control of noxious weed infestations within Plumas                Corporation-led restoration projects on public and private lands.

           Q.       Plumas County Fire Safe Council

1. Educate the public and Plumas County Fire Safe Council staff about             noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of control.
2. Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land.

3. Implement practices that will limit the spread of noxious weeds on private      land.

R.
Sierra Pacific Industries

1. Identify noxious weed infestations on Sierra Pacific Industries land.

2. Control noxious weed infestations on Sierra Pacific Industries land.

3. Educate the public and Sierra Pacific Industries employees about 


noxious weeds, their identification, and methods of prevention.

S. 
Plumas-Sierra Counties Cattlemen’s Association

1. Educate the public about noxious weeds, their identification, and  
     
methods of prevention.

2. Promote the control and prevention of noxious weeds on private land 
and coordinate with producers on weed control methods and successes.
3. Share information from the California Cattlemen’s Association Noxious 
Weed Subcommittee on noxious weed control, legislation, and funding.
V.
Agreement

It is mutually agreed upon and understood by and between the said parties that:

A. All partners will meet annually for the purpose of developing, documenting, and implementing a long-range plan to control and eradicate noxious weed infestations in Plumas and Sierra counties.

B.
During these meetings, annually identify and document a coordinated plan        using the three previously mentioned methods of controlling noxious weeds.

C.
Termination.  Any partner(s), in writing, may terminate their participation in the instrument in whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration, with a 60-day written notice to the others.
D.
Participation in Similar Activities.  This instrument in no way restricts the cooperators from participating in similar activities with other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.

E.
Completion Date.  This instrument is executed as of the last date shown below and expires on December 31, 2029, at which time it will be subject to review, renewal, or expiration.

F.       Principal Parties.  The principal parties for this instrument are:

	Plumas-Sierra Counties

Department of Agriculture

208 Fairgrounds Road

Quincy, CA 95971

(530) 283-6365


	Sierra Pacific Industries



	Natural Resources Cons. Service  

P.O. Box 3562
Quincy, CA 95971 

	Plumas Sierra Cattlemen’s Assoc.



	Collins Pine Company

P.O. Box 796

Chester, CA 96020


	Tahoe National Forest

631 Coyote Street

Nevada City, CA 95959



	Plumas National Forest

159 Lawrence St.
Quincy, CA 95971

	Caltrans District 2
1657 Riverside Dr.
Redding, CA 96001


	Lassen National Forest

2550 Riverside Drive

Susanville, CA 96130


	BLM, Eagle Lake Field Office

2550 Riverside Drive

Susanville, CA 96130

	Sierra Valley RCD

Post Office Box 882
Loyalton, CA 96118

	Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest
1200 Franklin Way
Sparks, NV 89431


	Plumas-Sierra Farm Bureau

Post Office Box 35

Loyalton, CA 96118


	Feather River RCD

Post Office Box 3562
Quincy, CA 95971


	Plumas County Public Works

1834 East Main Street

Quincy, CA 95971

Plumas Corp

P.O. Box 3880

Quincy, CA 95971


	Sierra County Public Works

Post Office Box 98

Downieville, CA 95936

Plumas County Fire Safe Council

P.O. Box 3880

Quincy, CA 95971



	Feather River Land Trust  
P.O. Box 1826 
Quincy, CA 95971

	


G. Non-Fund Obligating Document.  This instrument is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document.  Any endeavor involving reimbursement or contribution of funds between the partners to this instrument will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures including those for Government procurement and printing.  Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by representatives of the parties and shall be independently authorized by appropriate statutory authority.  Specifically, this instrument does not establish authority for noncompetitive award to the cooperator of any contract or other agreement.  Any contract or agreement for training or other services must fully comply with all applicable requirements for competition.

H. To the extent allowed under Federal Tort Claims Law, each Party shall defend, indemnify, and hold harmless each of the other Parties, their offices, employees and agents from any and all liability, loss, expense (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) or claims for injury or damages arising out of the performance of this MOU but only in proportion to and to the extent of such liability, loss, expense, attorneys’ fees, or claims for injury or damages are caused by or result from the negligent or intentional acts or omissions by the indemnifying Parties.

I. Modification. This MOU may be modified upon written request of any cooperator(s) and the subsequent written concurrence of the other(s).
J. Responsibilities of Parties. The Cooperators and their respective agencies and office will manage their own activities and utilize their own resources, including the expenditure of their own funds, in pursuing these objectives. Each party will carry out its separate activities in a coordinated and mutually beneficial manner. 

K. Establishment of Responsibility. This MOU is not intended to, and does not create, any right, benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive, or procedural, enforceable at law or equity, by a party against the United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

L. Authorized Representatives. By signature below, the cooperator certifies that the individuals listed in this document as representatives of the cooperator are authorized to act in their respective areas for matters related to this agreement.
M. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA).  Any information furnished to the Forest Service under this instrument is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552).

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this MOU on the attached Signature Page as of the last date on the signatures below.

Memorandum of Understanding

Plumas-Sierra Weed Management Area
Signature Page

Name of party
hereby agrees to be part of the Plumas-Sierra Noxious WEEDS Management Group and agrees to comply with, and be bound by, the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding – Plumas-Sierra Noxious WEEDS Management Group attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.


The Party hereto has executed this MOU as of the date written below.


Signature
     Date


Printed Name


Title


Address


City/State/Zip


Phone
Please sign and date this page, make a copy for your files, and return to:

Jennifer Wiley, Chair

jenniferwiley@countyofplumas.com

Plumas-Sierra Weed Management Area
Plumas-Sierra Department of Agriculture

208 Fairgrounds Road

Quincy, CA 95971
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