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THE RADICAL LAND
PRACTICE OF ATTUNEMENT

INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT ON A SAN FRANCISCO SERPENTINE
OUTCROPPING AS AN ART PRACTICE

elena fox
TERREMOTO
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TERREMOTO acknowledges the Me-Wuk
(Coast and Bay Miwok), the Karkin, the
Ramaytush, the Muwekma, the Awaswas,

the Tamien Nation, and the Ohlone as the
ancestral caretakers of the landscapes of the
San Francisco Bay Area, who are still here
today, working to support their community
through environmental programs and
initiatives.

We acknowledge that we are able to live
and work here in large part because of the
injustices inflicted upon the tribes by the
State.

We recognize our responsibility to reconcile
these injustices through contributing towrads
collective healing and reparation for these
tribes.

We pay our respects to the elders, past,
present, and emerging; and we recognize
that these communities are still here today,
fighting to reclaim their rights to the land.

We are committed to lifting up their land-care
practices — which are based in reciprocity,

as opposed to simply sustainability — and
strengthen both our communities through our
collective work in landscape architecture.

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
San Francisco Bay Area
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TEST PLOT was founded in 2019 to support ongoing community
landcare. We do this through stewardship programs, experimental
restoration design and land-based research.

Our main work centers on building Test Plots, habitat gardens

that volunteers steward themselves from initial planting through
establishment and beyond. Because the complexities of our planet
will not suit a one-size fits all approach, each plot looks different and
responds to the site, community and resources.

Our ethos centers experimentation, trial and error, and asking questions.
Our approach is smple: get your hands dirty. Together, we explore the
routines, rituals and practices embedded in the dynamic relationships
between people and plants. Together, we remagine degraded

ecologies and establish longer-term care based relationships between
communities and landscapes.
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION

Serpentine

Mostly soft sheared rock containing hard knobs of un-
sheared serpentine, rodingite, and rocks of the

; Franciscan Formation. Derived from peridotites
;;L?.", .+ (mostly harzburgite, some dunite).
__=*i sph, hard serpentine, slightly sheared. Shown sepa-
== rately on Potrero Hill only. Variously colored, but

TR Qu< 43 ”ﬂ,da?\
Includes

=sw  generally greemish gray, blue, or brown.
2.  sheared rocks (Ks) where that unit is mostly serpen-
tine

STARR KING OPEN SPACE

37°45'
PIE 122'22'30"
Gaclogy mapped in 1848-61 by Julius
Schlacker, M. G. Bonilla, D. H. Radbruch,
C A. Kaya, and W, |. Konkoff

GEOLOGIC MAP OF THE SAN FRANCISCO NORTH QUADRANGLE,
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SERPENTINE TEST PLOT is the site of an
ongoing experimental “Test Plot” that seeks
to remove invasive species in order to release
the native seed bank.

Pushing back against the convention of
mmediate action, we are expermenting
with the process of deliberate observation
and minmal intervention for a year before
initiating changes on the site.
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Eriogonum nudum
Naked Buckwheat

Calochortus luteus
Yellow Mariposa Lily

Might mere observation and weeding be the entire intervention¢
Native plants are here, doggedly poking through the blanket of invasive

Eur-opeangrasses.WHO ELSE IS HEF{E8

Can we coax forth latent ecologies from the soil?
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By slowing down, we are attuning to
place with the intention to deepen our
relationship with the land and guide
our management strategies for it.

This slow practice calls into question how
we perceive “weeds”, and where the line is
drawn in judging a plant based on its place
of origin.
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By removing the flowering oxalis
and vetch, are we tinkering with
some invisible equilibrium that

may exist for neighboring plants

and wildlife? HOW DO WE APPROACH
THIS ENTANGLED LIFE?

ARROYO LUPINE (LUPINUS SUCCULENTUS) INTERTWINED WITH
COMMON WILD OAT (AVENA FATUA)

A NATIVE BEE POLLINATING WILD RADISH (RAPHANUS RAPHANISTRUM)

RUBY CHALICE CLARKIA (CLARKIA RUBICUNDA) IN A SEA OF AVENA
FATUA



TERRE

11/ 34

CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024

MOTO




CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024 OBSERVATION AS LAND CARE 12 / 34 TERRE

TEST PLOT LOG
NITIALS: 1S, SwW

pATE: 2123 [ 24 ‘ \
TEMPERATURE:  55° B )

weather:  Drizile > Rain! s
WIND: QuPu w'mol7 " :;l-./E .: e
e

SOIL MOISTURE: A 4

3]

ve \q’ wel

PLANT SIGHTINGS: Gowae  Strew  CA poppieS are popink uf" . j brf_;:“ 7
s5e$ awe finelly tall (bigy emougin t ID. (. Hovdloum murinum, 2. “‘{'\-‘fm{g;@ -
* WEEDSIGHTINGS: (s of veloheS (wmove than T wolicest befove?) , rose Clover (tri foliud§
N hivtam), wiWd eddish  (rophawus gcativug)
WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS:  juwSL Seme birels

HUMAN ACTIVITY: J“gt wme

GENERAL NOTES: My fivst CwADYR G5 o when L awiced wag: (zveSses ave

muach Tller wow ! ow{bﬂs me euen buviesl i the gresses.

/ ()
f Gome o{' N
s time I was abe B IO woll barley ond wild oal .
Stil  very fev Pawief& ool LuPi-«r-‘} ‘i?ﬂt&’( 0 '_fux :

wd T laope Tej Could S dfter wesling, & ’ Al
(R NN =
Amcia Melawsxyln by the Godtin Wil pbt % blomiggll A

A

WY |

WINTER



CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024 OBSERVATION AS LAND CARE 13/ 34 TERRE
MOTO

TEST PLOT LOG

INITIALS: SW = VS in Chinal Plok |

| DATE: .25 . 24

!"' TIVE: [+:50 o \
TEMPERATURE: 5 © _ i ol ;’._-
weaER ind], gy, iy 63 25 70 LIl ol o E‘
WIND: \wa P ln [ 2 Bmg Gus s C ovh 5 reacts. Myclery oo, & )

15 VWU‘.M\. v bored| li

flove s has s preaet
PW

SOIL MOISTURE: A r\f

ickes ave Alncast S’Mh#,m- gecd SH I

Tr"\ o 2O WAL

(__\__,.QAF_\.IOIUH{.-\&LreP\JMJ ! _
WEED SIGHTINGS: vt YL

PLANT SIGHTINGS: e bolue 4

Le bee
WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS: @ fz | l{r’/ﬁft b ""‘*"UM . -
MMV Wiy Aoves Cov. L HL' gree= 'W‘P j:, F, ‘d%_g:_.[::\a 3
ol F’Ar'l-\_--wa»-r_bﬁvh\n!’f‘gig @ﬁh‘ D}W {\mtbl"‘h-t_if.u;._
HUMAN ACTMITY: yphd wWevk- Wil
Kids plavying access he shreet=
GENERAL NOTES:

?]le'\ ?DS\- wea.‘-f{'\hﬁ lockS L avren }u(g-‘wj._,;l— ou e

L L
‘,J-' l(I : l_-,'-;ia,ﬂ"'
Pk L

-
1 Snal. DA e maalee = Sl ? U
ﬁ__ wn \-ﬂ-;—pﬂf"“—; o ke R v?-:.\,-__n. (“"’:'_“"’JM bappen a/clﬂlas.‘m o [ ey ]
= Mad e Gysh aselio vecer MGE e i




CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024 OBSERVATION AS LAND CARE 14 / 34 TERRE
MOTO

TEST PLOT LOG
INITIALS: 65 +ER2
DATE: (23 (24

TIME: &] S
TEMPERATURE: VT

{

WEATHER:
C{MV\W\/] i Wt

WIND: Bl
SOIL MOISTURE: p‘h’l'

PLANT SIGHTINGS: ¢/jar fopfuwss m \atbowuvu\j
WEED SIGHTINGS: clewnof eAnoin , pay 3 5’
E V(::-i

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS: “"‘“"V"‘W“”"’U\ﬁwﬂlm@ prop |acorndlen bu\ﬁt@m%

HUMAN ACTIVITY: NéNF:

fﬁzZRALNOTES: WL WU~ Seen fhe sie A4S sl wincdlegs
PARSH/ MOSTARD 1S Most o ncenthmed NEAR Prov 1

WE AEE HAMWY ® See qHE
; PefPP2iNG o¢ s Eoen '
unNch df—hg‘zf‘ — Pie P PicP Reots | fa et A

AMNAZED AT +He FLOWERING poppieS -

S
\,Z?;:C“ms oF Ex%mswuj wed Clpe © |NcLapE THe STIPA PAEH /N PINE

MAYBE Achzlh BIPINATIFOLU SNPLR eleacIflls A TOF OF HILL ~Segeregn .
v
LUSK — PHYLLOIDSS £ BIANN4TE LZA0ES
ITS HoT oot Hepe whHOT] THEw/ND/
L T, - wpiee »” Y p _\.\\ .
R !

S

SUMMER



CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024

WAYS OF SEEING

15/ 34 TERRE
MOTO

My, THE SOUND oF 40

M i iy ma F Rl



TERRE

16/ 34

WAYS OF SEEING

CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024

MOTO




CAL IPC SYMPOSIUM 2024 IDENTIFIED INVASIVE SPECIES 17 / 34 TERRE
MOTO

“ g

Trifokum hirtum
Rose Clover

' Hordeum sp&?faneum
Avena fatua Wild Barley =
Common Wild Oat

15 %,

_Vicig sativa
Confgemr Vetah

R\
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MAINTENANCE AS A SOCIAL PRACTICE

20 / 34 TERRE

january 2024 (first weeding day)

we know so little

vision blending into a green abyss

we play god

deciding who stays and who goes

what is a weed, i expect an ugly thing, easy to identify
but its ugliness is mperceptible in the ocean of verdancy

we clear the clovers
until we get too tired
what are we trying to do again®

knees wet

first date jitters

primary encounters filled with excitement and overwhelm

is there a word for the feeling of knowing

that eventually we will get to know someone somplace something
so intimately, but for now we are only strangers with curiousity

MOTO
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april 2024 (weeding day)

poppies and lupines and blue dicks
orange and purple and blue
the evening skies start to take inspiration from below

pent up energy
well-intentioned desperation for results
an urge to do what is right

so we pull up the grasses and make space for new
what are we trying to do again@¢
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SPECIES StarrKing PGE potsize  total timeline (susan let me know if any of this is off)

Bridaiae terrestris 15 0 D16 15* 1yrinnursery

Dichelostemmma capitatum 50 0 D16 50 1yrinnursery

Lomatium caruifolium 50 0 D16 50 spring 2025?

Lupinus succulentus 50 0 D16 50 spring 20257

Plantago erecta 20 0 stubby 20 2

Stipa pulchra 40 0 D16 40* ready winter 2024/2025

Triteleia laxa 0 30 D16 30 1yrinnursery

Chalochortus luteus 0 20 D16 20* 2-3 years in nursery; transition to terremoto care after 1 yr
200

*0ras many as possible
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TEST PLOT MEDITATION / July 12, 2024

How can we come to know a place more deeply by creating with it?

ONE / ARRIVAL [10 minutes]

Take three long breaths
What do you smell? What do you hear?
Write down a single sentence / phrase / word on the large piece of paper

TWO / WALK + SIT — NEAR SIGHTED [20 minutes]

Start walking, where do you end up? Find a seat

Take a moment to settle in.

What do you feel? What do your feet feel? What do your hands feel? What does your
face feel?

Find a plant near you and spend a few minutes with it

Draw the plant — sketch it / blind contour line draw / watercolor / on the large piece of
paper

THREE / WALK + SIT — FAR SIGHTED [20 minutes]

Find a new spot and look cut beyond. Change your medium (for example: if you were
working in pencil, switch to watercolor)

What do you see? What do you hear?

Draw what you're looking at on the large piece of paper, allow the new lines to overlap
with the work you've already created

Write a sentence about the sky. Write a sentence about the earth.

FOUR / SPACIOUSNESS [30 minutes]

Once you've found yourself in a position of spaciousness, settle into the earth.

Who else is here with you?

Draw something you cannot see but can feel, hear or smell. Is there a message being
transmitted? Interpret it in one sentence or gesture. Again, allow the new lines to overlap
with the old.

FIVE / CLOSING [as long as it takes]

Once everyone is through, we'll get back together and talk about what we might have
learned/seen/witnessed from our time alone. What came up for you during this
experience? Was it difficult or easy to enter a position of spaciousness? What hindered
or helped you become present with the site?

Did you have other ideas about other ways to interpret the site? (nothing is too crazy)
Look for and collect (5% of) any remaining Stipa seeds, or other seeds still visible.
Take standard photographs and observations for this week.

MEDITATION AS OBSERVATION

27 / 34 TERRE
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THROUGH STILLNESS WE
CULTIVATE UNDERSTANDING
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CONTACT
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TERREMOTO
LANDSCAPE

300 Brannan Street, Suite 402
San Francisco, CA 94107

T 650 380 4767
E elena@
W terremoto.la

THANK YOU



