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Sleuthing reveals a new population of desert knapweed (Volutaria
tubuliflora) in San Diego County
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‘Botany-
Challenged’

If you don’t know its 
scientific family name, 
how can you ID an 
unfamiliar species?

* You won’t find novel weed 
information in dated print.



April 3, 2023
Never seen this before



Dicot?!

This is usually more helpful

Seek



Some kinda thistle…..



Took lots of 
photos



iNaturalist



Cal-IPC 

• Hail-Mary scroll



It’s a knapweed



SEARCH
feature 
doesn't work 
for common 
–name 
categories
on Cal-IPC



CalFlora
• The search 

function on 
CalFlora does 
work for common 
category terms like 
‘knapweed’.



CalFlora

This one, I think.



Back to Cal-IPC





Weed ID 
Card





Recommendations:

• Survey the extent of the infestation (up to 100 yards surrounding)

• Manually remove the plants 
• Double bag!

• Use pre-emergents to suppress germination (Milestone)

• Monitor regularly 



April 5: 
Surveyed Extent 
of Infestation



April 6 & 11



Since then…
• Re-treat with pre-emergent Milestone following first annual rains

• Monitored every 3-5 weeks thru the wet season and after unseasonable 
rain events 

• Manual removal of any maturing break-through plants

• Check in with fellow local weed managers via quarterly WMA meetings



Moral of this novel weed ID story:

• Establish connections to local expertise (if you haven’t already) 

• Weed Management Area group

• Use the tools available – CalIPC, CalFlora, iNaturalist, Seek

• Download your local EDRR list and ID cards and keep them 
handy!



Weed Management Areas (WMAs) 

Cal-IPC

County 
WMA 
links


