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Slinkard / Little Antelope 
Wildlife Area



The 
Vegetation 
Classificati

on and 
Mapping 
Program

Purpose
• Develop and maintain California's 

Vegetation Classification System

• Set best practices for 
o field assessment
o classification of vegetation data
o fine-scale vegetation mapping

Goal

Complete a fine-scale, state-wide 
vegetation classification and map
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Cheatgrass – medusahead grassland

What Is Vegetation?
A spatially continuous unit of vegetation with uniform 
composition, structure, and environmental conditions
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Vegetation Map
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https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=165535&
inline

https://apps.wildlife.ca.gov/bios/

Vegetation Map
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Post-fire
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Post Fire Monitoring Protocol
Combines VegCAMP survey methods with post-fire 
burn severity assessment on vegetation and substrate
• Indented to capture transient conditions 

immediately following a wildfire
• Taken at survey locations previously surveyed by 

VegCAMP



Goals of Post-
Fire Monitoring
Identify:

• Burn severity condition 
to vegetation and 
substrate

• Presence of new 
invasive species

• Areas at risk of large 
shifts in species 
composition 

Target areas for restoration 
efforts
Establish long-term 
monitoring sites 



Post-fire monitoring

2018 (pre-fire) 2021 (post-fire)



Post-fire monitoring

2018 (pre-fire) Mill Creek 2021 (post-fire) Mill Creek



Post-fire monitoring: 
Populus tremuloides Alliance

Post-Fire Vegetation 
Changes

Species List post-fireSpecies List pre-fire

ResproutPopulus tremuloidesPopulus tremuloides
No Live Individuals-------------------------------------------------Pinus monophylla
No Live Individuals-------------------------------------------------Abies concolor
ResproutSalix exiguaSalix exigua
ResproutSalix lasiandraSalix lasiandra
ResproutRibes cereumRibes cereum
ResproutRosa woodsiiRosa woodsii
SeedlingsArtemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyanaArtemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana
ResproutFrangula californicaFrangula california
No Live Individuals------------------------------------------------Elymus glaucus
Invasive Melilotus albusMelilotus albus
New SpeciesEpilobium ciliatus-----------------------------------------------

New SpeciesChenopodium sp. -----------------------------------------------



Invasive 
species 
control

Locations of 
non-native 
grass stands



Preventing 
type 

conversion 
to 

cheatgrass



Seeding Prescription

Species and 
% covers



Drill Seeding
with 

Irrigation



More to do

• More restoration (seeding/planting)
• Invasive species control
• Post-fire monitoring
• Remapping for change detection 



Change 
Detection

Restoration 
Monitoring

1999 2003

2006 2009
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