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OUTLINE OF TOPICS… 

✓What is needed to become a certified applicator? 

✓Layer Cake of Laws and Regulations 

✓Fundamentals of Pesticide Safety 

✓Label comprehension 

✓Protecting the Environment 



• General Requirements 
include: 

• Submitting application to 
DPR, with corresponding 
fee

• Application Fee $40

• Exam Fee $50 x 2 

• Total of  $140 

What is needed to become a certified 
applicator? 



One core exam plus one pest category

NON-SOIL FUMIGATION

SOIL FUMIGATION

LAWS AND REGULATIONS AND BASIC PRINCIPLES 



• Knowledge of Pesticide Use 
and Safety (Study Material)

• Label comprehension

• Effective Use of Pesticides 

• Handler and Fieldworker 
Safety

Becoming a certified 
applicator? Cont... 



• Continuing Education record keeping 
• Every two years you submit a renewal 

application

• Renewal Fee $60

• Most pest control categories require 20 hours 
of CEU

• 4 hours Laws and Regs

• 16 hours other 

• DPR does not record your attendance to CEU 
workshops, classes so you need to maintain 
a record to submit for renewal

Becoming a certified applicator? Cont... 



Layer Cake of Laws and Regulations

Federal

State Law

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and 40 CFR
U.S. EPA

Division 6 
Title 3 of the California Code of Regulations (3 CCR)
CA Department of Pesticide Regulations (CDPR)

Local regulations
Ag Commissioners

Division 6 and 7 and 13
Food and Agriculture Code (FAC) 
California Law

State Regulations

County



LAWS 
In California, laws are 
passed to address specific 
pesticide sales and use 
concerns and are enacted 
into effect when the 
Governor sings them

REGULATIONS 
Regulatory agencies such 
as DPR  writes and 
implements regulations 
that carry out 
requirements of the law 



Purpose of the Laws and Regs in CA

• Promote proper, safe, and effective use of pesticides used in the 
production of food and protection of public health and safety 

• Assure that pesticide handler in Ag and non-Ag settings have safe 
working conditions where pesticide are present 

• Protect the environment 



Fundamentals of Pesticide Safety 

• Safety first! 
• Using pesticides can be dangerous if you aren’t 

properly trained. 

• For example, herbicides are useful in controlling 
invasive species but need to always follow the label 

• Knowledge is power, keeping up to date with 
regulations and attending CE course → less accidents 
and high efficiency



Standards of Care in the field

• Read the label

• Checking application equipment 
is in good working condition 

• Checking meteorological 
conditions 

• Examining surrounding areas 

• A clear understanding of the 
risks when using herbicides →
toxicity

• Humans

• Animals 

• Environment 



•Planning prior and post 
application of pesticide

• Proper field posting 

• Notifying fieldworkers 

More on pesticide safety! 



• Knowledge on Pesticide Safety resources such as PSIS A 
series and N series. 

• Provide pesticide handlers and crew members with emergency plan 
in case of exposure or medical emergency. 

Pesticide Handler and Fieldworker annual trainings 



Keeping handlers safe

• Herbicide handlers should be 18 years or older

• Most common routes of exposure: skin, mouth, eyes and 
nose

• At minimum wearing proper attire: 
• Long Pants
• Long Sleeve shirt
• Closed toed shoes

• CA Code of Regulations section 6738
• Safety glasses
• Chemical resistant gloves



3 CCR Section 6738 cont…

• If pesticide label contains word signal 
• “DANGER” OR “WARNING”  must wear coveralls

• When required by the label



Keeping Fieldworker and Handlers safe 

• Wash or shower with soap and water, 
shampoo hair, and change into clean 
clothes as soon as possible after 
working in pesticide treated areas

• Remove work boots or shoes before 
entering your home

• Do not take pesticides or pesticide 
containers used at work to your home



Label Comprehension 



Why is the label important?

It is the law – must 
read 

Required Personal 
Protective 
Equipment (PPE)

Safe pesticide 
storage

Safe pesticide 
transportation

Triple rinsing and 
disposal of 
pesticide 
containers

Disposal of unused 
or unwanted 
pesticides



Label example 

ACTIVE 
INGREDIENT

SIGNAL WORD

First Aid 
statement

CATEGORY SIGNAL WORD

I DANGER

II WARNING

III CAUTION





Target pests

Application methods

Crops, plant species where 
pesticides can be applied  

Use sites



Information on where 
and how to dispose of 
empty containers or left 
over pesticide

Information on how to 
store pesticide:
- Temp requirements



• Vegetation and wildlife present in 
the area 

• Persistence and off-site 
movement of chemical in soil or 
near water sources 

• If making broadcast application 
of herbicides → Buffer zones

Protecting the Environment 



CCR 3, Chapter 3 & 4 – Environmental Protection 
and Regs

Groundwater and Surface 
water Protection Programs

Non-target effects
Toxicity to bees 

Endangered Species Acts



Groundwater Protection Regulations

• Cannot apply or mix pesticides within 100 feet from well or body 
of water

CCR 3 section 6609

CCR 3 section 6800

• Restricted Materials List



Non-target effects → Pollinator protection 

• Pesticides Toxic to Bees 

CCR 3 section 6980

Best Management Practices: 

• Pesticide applicators must identify and verify 
hive locations and maintain appropriate 
buffers between treated areas and hives.

• Avoid applying herbicides in high bee activity 
time  



Protecting wildlife 

Endangered Species Program –CA DPR resources



• How to become a certified applicator 

• Keep record of CEU

• Maintain pesticide safety trainings with crews

• Skipping step leads to reduced efficacy and 
more work  

• Know the label is the law 

• Pesticide hazards in the environment include 
threat to non-target organism and off-site 
movement

• When in doubt check with County Ag 
Commissioners Office or CA-DPR 

Takeaway message!



THANK YOU! 

Questions?
jramirezbonilla@ucanr.edu

T: 530-298-7408

mailto:jramirezbonilla@ucanr.edu
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