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Permitting and CEQA 
Exemptions

Project Coordination
 

Grant Funding

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Cutting the Green Tape 
program is a statewide effort to increase the pace and scale of habitat 
restoration by creating and implementing new environmental permitting and 
grant funding tools.

CUTTING
THE GREEN TAPE

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape


• HQ - support, policy, new permitting 
tools R&D

• CGT Staff in Regions 1-5

• restorationpermitting@wildlife.ca.gov

CGT Strike Team Coverage

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape 

mailto:restorationpermitting@wildlife.ca.gov
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Restoration Consistency  
Determination (CD)

Statutory Exemption for  
Restoration Projects (SERP)

 

Restoration Management  
Permit (RMP)

Restoration Permitting and CEQA Tools

CUTTING
THE GREEN TAPE

Habitat Restoration and 
Enhancement Act (HREA)

The RMP is a consolidated take 
authorization for both state listed 
species and Fully Protected species.

Restoration Consistency  
Determinations are fast, free, and  
provide take coverage for animals that 
are both state and federally listed.

Does your restoration project need  
CEQA coverage? SERP  can save 
substantial money and time for 
qualifying projects.

HREA combines a CEQA exemption, LSA, 
CESA permit, and integrates with a 
Clean Water Act 401 certification for 
small restoration projects.

RestorationPermitting@wildlife.ca.gov

mailto:RestorationPermitting@wildlife.ca.gov


Restoration Management Permit

“RMP”

•Restoration = Management activities, efforts to recover

•Net benefits to the covered species

•CESA-listed and Fully Protected Species – combining these permits
• Future: Add common species and SSC?
• Future: Incorporate LSA?

•No cost for CESA, FPS take coverage

•Multi-Project permitting

•Incorporation by reference

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/RMP 
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RMP Take and Conditions

•Take related to construction, implementation, O&M, and ongoing 
monitoring (life of the project)

•Nonlethal: Pursue, catch, capture, or attempt to do so
• Movement out of harm’s way: relocation

• Intentional translocation for recovery

•Lethal: “kill,” mortality

•Full Mitigation and Financial Assurances

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/RMP 
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Restoration Consistency Determination

•For dually listed wildlife (ESA and CESA)

•Free, no fees for “voluntary habitat 
restoration projects”

• Simple request and 30-day process

•CDFW cannot add or delete any terms or 
conditions – early coordination is essential

•Project CDs can be written for individual 
federal BOs or programmatic BOs

•Same legal authority as CESA portion of RMP

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/CD 
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Restoration CDs for Programmatic 
Biological Opinions (PBOs)

•CDFW can now issue a Restoration CD for a project 

covered by a PBO

•How? The key is the PBO application form

•CFDW considers the PBO, the application, and the 

federal approval collectively for the CD

•Again, CDFW considers the restoration project as 

“management”

•Existing NOAA RC PBOs and the new USFWS PBO

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/CD 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/CD


Restoration CDs for Programmatic 
Biological Opinions (PBOs)

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/CD 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/CD


SHRP/HREA (small projects)

•Maximum project size of 5 acres or a 

cumulative 500 linear feet.

•Two HREA options:

• FGC 1652 (CDFW first) – 60 days

• FGC 1653 (401 first) – 30 days

•Species protection measures 

•Early agency consultation

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/HREA 

CEQA Exemption

CESA Coverage

LSA not needed

401 Water Quality

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/HREA


CEQA Statutory Exemption for Restoration Projects

“SERP”

•Passed in late 2021 – added Section 21080.56 of the CA Pub. Res. Code
1. CEQA Lead Agency determines that the statutory exemption applies
2. CDFW Director concurs

•Used for Arundo control projects

•Other permits still apply

•Sunset is Jan 1, 2025

•Voluntary 4-page SERP request form

•We will help you

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/SERP 
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(a) In order to qualify for this statutory exemption, a project must exclusively be one of the following:

(1) A project to conserve, restore, protect, or enhance, and assist in the recovery of California native fish 
and wildlife, and the habitat upon which they depend.

(2) A project to restore or provide habitat for California native fish and wildlife.

(b) An eligible project may have incidental public benefits, such as public access and recreation.

(c) To qualify for this exemption, a project must do both of the following:

(1) Result in long-term net benefits to climate resiliency, biodiversity, and sensitive species recovery.

(2) Include procedures and ongoing management for the protection of the environment.

(d) This exemption does not apply to a project that includes construction activities, except for construction 
activities solely related to habitat restoration.

12

SERP Qualifying Criteria

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Cutting-Green-Tape/SERP 
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Our Partners at Sustainable 
Conservation have created an 
amazing new website to help 
consolidate and explain 
permitting and environmental 
review processes to support your 
invasive species removal project!

SusCon also offers free permitting 
consultations! 

Just send a message to: 
restoration@suscon.org

Let’s explore!

Other Permits 



USFWS Statewide 
Restoration Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO)

“Removal of Nonnative Terrestrial and 
Aquatic Invasive Species and 
Revegetation with Native Plants”



Central Valley NMFS 
Programmatic Biological 

Opinion (PBO)

There are a total of four PBOs 
covering the entire range of 

anadromy in CA!

“Invasive Plant Removal and 
Revegetation to Improve Fish and 

Wildlife Habitat”



PBO/Coastal Development 
Permit Consistency 

Determinations in the Coastal 
Zone!

“Invasive Species Control Projects”



USACE Nationwide Permit 27 
– Aquatic Habitat Restoration

“Mechanized Land Clearing to Remove 
Non-Native Invasive, Exotic, 

or Nuisance Vegetation”



Water Board Statewide 
Restoration General Order 

(SRGO)

Water Board General Order 
for Small Habitat Restoration 

Projects

“Removal of Nonnative Terrestrial and 
Aquatic Invasive Species and 

Revegetation with Native Plants”

“Revegetation of Disturbed Areas 
with Native Plant Species”



 

CUTTING
THE GREEN TAPE

Use The Tools! Get Help! 
Revitalize 
Habitats!

Brad Henderson, CGT Program Manager
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