
Crossboundary Traditional Knowledge
and Landscape Management 



Introductions. WRTC Fire Team
○ Erin Banwell - fire ecologist, fire effects monitoring, 

prescribed fire practitioner

○ Miller Bailey - training specialist, safety officer, crew 

development

○ Andrea Bustos - community organizer, geographer, 

ecosystem health

○ José Luis Duce - mentor/leader, force multiplier, global 

fire practitioner 

○ Ellen McGehee - fire ecology and effects, fire 
operations, planning

○ Qwalen Berntsen - fire cache management, logistics, 
adaptive management



Introductions. WRTC Fire Team

• Fire is for Everyone



Trinity County

• Trinity Integrated Fire Management Partnership 

• WRTC-led, multi-organization, cross boundary, grant based

• WRTC, TCRCD, VFDs, USFS, CAL FIRE

• Volunteer Opportunities on rx burns

• NWCG training program (Spring)

• Local private landowners

• Hyampom, Hayfork, Lower Trinity PBA’s support



Statewide Capacity Building

● Trainings 

○ NWCG and Non-NWCG courses

○ Hands-on field trainings, workshops, webinars

● PBA Coaching

● RX Burns Planning and Implementation

● Technical Advising and Mentoring

○ Wildfire / Rx fire workforce development

○ Qualification management / PTB evals

○ Rx fire planning, permitting, burn plans



Prescribed Burn Associations (PBA)

● A grassroots workforce model 

● Landowners and other concerned 
residents (who are often volunteers) 
form a partnership

● PBA members pool their skills and 
knowledge

● Plan and implement prescribed burns 
on private lands

● Neighbors Helping Neighbors



October 2022.

Robinson  

Rancheria, CA.

Lake County 

PBA

First burn for  

Robinson  

Rancheria in  

an oak  

woodland since  

fire was illegal  

for tribes to  

implement.
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June 2023 

Hayfork, CA

Trinity Co.

Hayfork PBA  

burn, starthistle  

reduction.
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San Juan 

Bautista, CA

Central Coast
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Class



Crossing Boundaries Partners

• PBA’s (Prescribed Burn Associations)

• TREX (Prescribed Fire Training 
Exchange)

• Southern California Mountains 
Foundation

• Inland Empire Resource Conservation 
District

• Star Creek Land Stewards, Inc.

• North Bay Jobs With Justice

• International Exchanges





Crossing Boundaries Knowledge and Experiences



INDONESIA



BRASIL



ECUADOR



HONDURAS



CHILE



Navarra-Spain/France



PORTUGAL



Crossing Boundaries Management Strategies



Crossing Boundaries …



Crossing Bundaries …



Crossing Boundaries Knowledge and Experiences



Thank you!!! – Gracias!!!
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