Care for Us

Land Management

Ice In

lal Practi

IcS and Soci

Aesthet



Artists’ Work:

Grassroots Building
+

Cultural Shifts



Grassroots: Building Local Community to
AT = "‘.",}v. 3 - ! \ ’ :’ L : i

R
- \{:-{"',’,‘”,, . L i;,;‘ﬁ
L8 £ N 3 v L .

==




Cultural Shifts: Centering Indigenous Frameworks
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“The Peoples® Land”

https://tongva.land/




Block Stewards for Nait:
Medians

Jessica Rath
Julie Coffey

@blockstewards




How can you create
connection to land In
troubled times?



Main Question

Can we increase biodiversity &
relationships with the land through
native forb seeding in urban
medians?




What Is a forb?




Why a Median?

e Public space

e Ignored landscaping
e Tree or shrub focused

e Overly trafficked




Why Forbs?

e Pollinators

e Seasonal interest

e Establishing by seed

e Economics




Equity: Bring the Super Bloom to the city




PROCESS

over
"GOALS”




Typical Urban Native Habitat
Outcome focused

> Seek grant to convert native medians

> “Target” a predetermined participant

> Engage City or agency

> Plop in plants in non-accessible medians



Typical Urban Native Habitat Outcomes
Ignore network of people

> Become sterile places

> Are limited to event-oriented stewardship

> Miss connection to plants

> Do not build knowledge or curiosity

> Are not tended or sustained by those living there



Process Focused

> Makes exciting connections for residents

> Allows for difference in design

> Builds ecological knowledge

> Builds sustainable investment

> Works block by block where native habitat is not
typically the discussion.



Who iIs a Block Steward?

Instead of sites and
experts,
think about ...




Who

e cares about the parkway

® engages across socio-economic differences
e s curious about plant growth

e likes to weed and share stories

e andis humble?




Block Steward: Native Plant Enthusiast Randy
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Who is already stewarding: Gardener Dionides



NO one person is prescribing
what will work.

Who decentralize powers? Scientists Julie & Jess



An Information Hub






Main Question

Can we increase biodiversity &
relationships with the land through
native forb seeding in urban
medians?
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STREET

Experiment

We studied germination

of native forb seeding

We watched, counted & learned




Plots




Seed Palettes

MIX A (Year 1 Mix)

California Blue Bell, Phacelia
minor

Farewell-to-Spring, Clarkia
amoena

California Goldfields, Lasthenia
californica

Blue-eyed Grass, Sisyrinchium
bellum

California Poppy, Escholzia
californica

Miniature Lupine, Lupinus
bicolor

3.

5.

MIX B

Common Phacelia, Phacelia
distans

Farewell-to-Spring, Clarkia
amoena

California Goldfields, Lasthenia
californica

Baby Blue Eyes Nemophila
menziesii

California Poppy, Escholzia
californica

Lindley’s Blazing Star
Mentzelia lindleyi




What We Learned






Year 2 Results

Self Sowing: Goldfield Carpet
Dispersal: Adjacent Lawn Area

Persistent seedbank:
Phacelia

Lupine

Owl’s clover
Nemophila



The Block Stewards network
this July

R andy JESHEERe IRl ric and partners
Clay and Michael [NgloRe1=RY (eI (=le Rl Wy gl=T=li

Sunday to plan solarization

o planted an oak tree and salvaged
native shrubs

o asked if native shrubs and flowers
could work in the shade of trees

Brica and Ernae jgcJololgNelsR{e]F=1gV£\ilo]g
o [®EUNE! are blooming



What We Resisted



Resist Center

e publicizing e adaptive science specific to

neighborhood
e over-commitment

e Intentional collaborative

e “growth” model model
e “drop-in” model e horizontal organizational
structure

e random “throwing seeds”
e listening
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When working with Ethical Projects

be ready to pivot and discard old ideas.

Joel Garcia (Huichol)

Artist and indigenous activist
Metzli Projects
www.meztliprojects.org



TINY R|TU AI_S GIFT BUNDLES SHOP SALE BRAND BLOG Q @ DO
> > COMBINATION SMUDGE BUNDLE - PURIFY YOUR SPACE WITH PREMIUM NATURAL HERBS

COMBINATION SMUDGE BUNDLES
$19.95 $24-:60

afterpaye® available for orders up to $4,000 (@
BUNDLE ANY 3 ITEMS & SAVE 20%

SELECT GEMSTONE:

WHITE SAGE & PINON PINE SMUDGE

LAVENDER ¢ il Tori

Hi there, let me know if you have

WHITE SAGE any questions :)

PATCHOULI

DRAGON'S BLOOD/WHITE SAGE/BLUE SAGE

WHITE SAGE WITH LEMONGRASS & CITRONELLA
< CLAIM 25% OFF




Depletion

Global Distribution

Where it grows

United Stat

California

*Data taken from JuniperRidge
store locations®

Amazon alone has over 1000 product listings for white

sage. None of their sources are fully disclosed and only
are listed as "sustainably sourced”.

SoCal White Sage Poaching

Sal_-n Luis Kern San Bernardino
Obispo County County
County

Ventura

County Los Angeles

County

Eaton Canyon

Riverside
County

Orange
County

San Diego
County

White sage poaching can happen up to

5-B days per week in a B0O acre area.

B

Over the last 40 vears. over 4.000



“The Peoples® Land”

https://tongva.land/
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https://depepinosa.com/
https://www.instagram.com/depepinosa/

Ecological Concepts

Habitat Connectivity
Plant Communities
Structural Diversity
Species Diversity
Co-evolution

Poaching Connections
to Habitat Degradation




Indigenous Frameworks

Plant People and Relatives
Language Use/Shifts
Cultural Framing
Aesthetics
Interconnectivity

Reciprocity

Tending Nature



LACK OF KNOWLEDGE ON
THE ISSUE
PEOPLE USING WHITE SAGE
IMPROPERLY
OTHER CULTURES AT
RISK INCREASED DEMAND

CULTURAL APPROPRIATION

SOCIETY NORMALIZES
ATROCITIES SOME BUSINESSES DO NOT

BUSINESSES KNOW ABOUT THE ISSUE

IONS BEING LOST
POACHERS NEED A JOB

A

POACHING/ ILLEGAL
HARVESTING

A

BEING DEPLETED

CEREMONIES THAT HAVE
BEEN AROUND FOR A LONG

TIME LOSS OF MEANING

CEREMONIAL

L WHITE SAGE

ECOSYSTEMS OUT OF
BALANCE

OTHER ANIMALS, PLANTS AND
INSECTS MAY BE AT RISK
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Project Engagements to Protect White Sage

Youth Engagement

Social Media and Store campaign
Megan Pantiskas

MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM

Advocacy
Poaching Maps campaign
Jamil Watson
jamilwt.design@gmail.com
Built Environment

Native Habitat for Grand Park campaign

Fernando Vazquez
Vazquezfer2096@gmail.com



mailto:MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM
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Poaching Maps campaign Global Distribution
\J am I I WatSO n Where it grows Where it goes

“More profitable than weed”

=Ron Goodman

San Bernardino County park ranger

OO

To learn more, visit www.cnps.org/conservation/white-sage

“More profitable than weed”

“Worth more than gold”

"
otoarm more, el wanw onaerm - ez
o L wancnsa cegenser i -sag0 5@



Depletion

Global Distribution

Where it grows

United Stat

California

*Data taken from JuniperRidge
store locations®

Amazon alone has over 1000 product listings for white

sage. None of their sources are fully disclosed and only
are listed as "sustainably sourced”.

SoCal White Sage Poaching

Sal_-n Luis Kern San Bernardino
Obispo County County
County

Ventura

County Los Angeles

County

Eaton Canyon

Riverside
County

Orange
County

San Diego
County

White sage poaching can happen up to

5-B days per week in a B0O acre area.

B

Over the last 40 vears. over 4.000



Social Media and Store campaign
White Sage Protectors
Megan Pantiskas

MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM

e prevent consumers from
purchasing unethically
obtained White Sage

e educate them on the topic



mailto:MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM
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Store campaign
White Sage Protectors
Megan Pantiskas

MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM

WILD TERRA

5858 N Figueroa St, Los Angeles, CA 90042

© Qv N

PP Liked by rageone and others

Another Shop turned against Saging. ¢ tor
View all comments
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WHITE
SAGE IS
BEING

CULTURALLY APPROPRIATED

White Sage is a sacred herh and medicine for the Tounga people, it
often gets as well as

POACHED

A majority of White Sage on the market is poached from it's natural
habitiat - Southem California and Baja Mexico.

DESTROYED

Poachers of White Sage take too much and harms the plant. Their
actions harm the environment and prevents white sage from
growing to it's full height.

SOLD

White Sage loses it's power when sold, it must be given as a gift.

@protectwhitesage

SMUDGING
KILLS

CULTURES

@protectwhitesage




Reframing Grand Park: Native Habitat for DTLA

Complete Iay?ut

f

A

HILL STREET

Fernando Vazquez
Vazquezfer2096 @gmail.com

BROADWAY

34.055171,-118.245086

©2022 YERIM SHIN, KYRAN KNAUF, FERNANDO VAZQUEZ

CIVIC PARK

DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES

LOCATION:
34.055171,-118.245086

PLANTING PLAN
BLOCK 3

DECEMBER 9, 2022

SCALE: 1"= 20’

. 1.25"=25'
‘ 1"=20'

@ 5-10
o 25°=%

PROJECT NORTH
TRUE NORTH ®
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Orange zone

*Several denser and taller trees at the
perimeter of the park.

*The arrangement of the shrubs is to create a
sense of shelter for people and wild birds.

Plants in the area:

e aurel Sumac
*Western Sycamore
*Blue Elderberry
*Fremont Cottonwood
el emonade Berry
eCalifornia Sagebrush
eCalifornia Coffeeberry
*Bush Sunflower
*Scrub Oak




Purple 20Ne plants for small spaces

Limited planting surface area
Area calls for short and dense plants.

Plants in the area:

*Bush Sunflower
eBuckwheat

before
after







Project Engagements to Protect White Sage

Youth Engagement

Social Media and Store campaign
Megan Pantiskas

MEGANPANTISKAS@GMAIL.COM

Advocacy
Poaching Maps campaign
Jamil Watson
jamilwt.design@gmail.com
Built Environment

Reframing Grand Park: Native Habitat for DTLA

Fernando Vazquez
Vazquezfer2096@gmail.com
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Follow Our Work on Instagram




