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The C40 Cities network
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C40 cities represent

700+ MILLION PEOPLE

25% of the global economy

A network of cities led by Mayors 

97 Global Cities
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▪ Crisis-prepared Cities: Developing and improving cities’ 
climate hazard responses by building on learnings from 
COVID-19.

▪ Climate-Ready Cities: Harnessing the environmental value 
of nature and mainstreaming climate adaptation actions 
into the city governance, to protect communities from 
extreme weather events and changing climates.

▪ Living Cities: Prioritising adaptation measures that are 
implemented to benefit the most vulnerable or 
marginalised



Signatories
Athens
Austin
Barcelona
Berlin 
Bogotá
Buenos Aires
Chennai
Copenhagen
Curitiba
Dhaka North
Dhaka South
Delhi
Durban
Freetown
Guadalajara
Haifa (non C40)
Karachi
Lima
London
Los Angeles
Medellín
Milan
Montreal
Mumbai
New Orleans
Paris
Quezon City
Quito
Rio de Janeiro
Rome 
Rotterdam
Salvador
San Francisco
Seattle
Stockholm
Sydney
Tel Aviv 
Tokyo
Toronto

“To protect our communities 
from climate risk and help 
meet the goals of the Paris 
Agreement while improving 
overall health and wellbeing, 
our cities pledge to increase 
and enhance nature in our 
urban environments that 
reduces climate risk and 
vulnerability, supports wider 
ecosystem services, and is 
equitably distributed and 

publicly accessible, by 2030.”

C40 Urban 
Nature 

Accelerator
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Declaration commitments

WITHIN TWO YEARS, WE COMMIT TO: WITHIN FIVE YEARS, WE COMMIT TO: 

● Make nature goals public
● Develop support and skills building 

programmes for green jobs
● Develop a process for involving vulnerable 

and marginalized communities
● Map current and expected climate risks and 

vulnerability
● Conduct a gap analyses and mapping to 

show where new greening is needed and 
opportunities for existing green spaces

● Accelerate action to address governance 
barriers to implementation

● Mobilize access to investments and 
resources that support the Declaration targets

● Publicly report annually on our progress

● Implement new or enhanced public 
green spaces and green streetscapes, in 
areas with the greatest impact on the 
most vulnerable

● Complete a baseline natural 
vegetation inventory and undertake 
natural capital accounting to raise 
awareness of the associated value of 
urban nature

● Develop new inclusive governance 
frameworks, practices and programmes

● Update our climate action plan 
adaptation actions to reflect our 
ambitious nature targets
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“In order to be effective, the ecological transition 
needs to be socially desirable”

Alexander Langer
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Urban Nature 
Declaration 
Overview
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Urban Nature Interventions Across Cities

Under Toronto’s Urban Forests 
Grants and Incentives 
programme over 13,000 trees and 
shrubs will be planted

In Mumbai, the 
government is making 
amendments to the ‘Tree 
Act’ to protect and 
conserve mangrove trees

Barcelona will subsidise 75% of 
the cost of new green rooftops, 
creating urban allotments 

In Durban (eThekwini) 
work has already begun to 
complete a Transformative 
Riverine Management 
Programme

In Medellín, temperatures 
have reduced by 2°C as a 
result of planting more than 
10,000 trees for the city’s 
Green Corridors project. 

https://www.toronto.ca/business-economy/partnerships-sponsorships-donations/partner-2/parks-environment/urban-forestry-grants-and-incentives/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/maharashtra-state-notifies-9800ha-mangrove-land-as-reserved-forest-in-1-year/articleshow/83764203.cms
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ecologiaurbana/en/green-roof-competition
https://www.c40cff.org/knowledge-library/transformative-riverine-management-projects-in-durban-background-and-structuring
https://c40.my.salesforce.com/sfc/p/#36000001Enhz/a/1Q000000MxFg/WMks2lQMOMcoYRANelzqWL4zAmyr70HyJnqpjJdMALM
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Freetown
Tree Tracking Verification



Berlin
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Tokyo
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Los Angeles
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Medellin



Barcelona
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Sydney

Shannon Index



Singapore & Buenos Aires
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Support from the 
Private Sector
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Google Environmental Insights 
Explorer Tree Canopy Insights

Tree Canopy Insights within 
Environmental Insights Explorer 
combines AI and aerial imagery with 
Google Earth Engine’s data analysis 
capabilities, to help cities see their 
current tree canopy coverage and 
plan future tree planting projects. 

What’s to come
● Learning Lab
● Tree Canopy Lab 101
● Sessions grouped around 

common use cases
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Knowledge Resources



Aligning the Rio 
Conventions
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Next Steps:



C40UrbanNature@C40.org

Thank you


