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Why YOU should wear PPE

55% of handler illnesses involved eye injury

32% of all handler pesticide illnesses were due to failure to wear PPE!

28% of handler illnesses involved skin injury

59% non-ag v 40% ag

35% non-ag v 19% ag



There are 4 
routes of 
exposure



PPE can protect
each of these
routes of 
exposure



Which way is it
more common
for pesticides to
enter our body?  



SKIN!









Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)



What is the MINIMUM Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) required in California?



How do you know what PPE to 
wear?

LABEL IS THE LAW

AND

DPR

LOCAL REGULATIONS 



Long sleeved shirt
Long pants

Socks plus shoes
NO protective eyewear

NO chemical resistant gloves



3CCR Section 6738: PPE

• Protective eyewear
– Z87.1 compliant
– Front, side, and brow protection

• Chemical resistant gloves



Protective Eyewear - Z87.1



Long sleeved shirt
Long pants

Chemical resistant gloves 
made of any waterproof 

material, such as…
Shoes
Socks

NO protective eyewear



long-sleeved shirt and 
long pants

chemical resistant gloves 
made of …. 

socks plus shoes
NO protective eyewear

Coveralls???







Glove Selection



Glove Selection - Nitrile



Can you wear disposable gloves?

… when chemical-resistant gloves are used to make fine adjustments to equipment or 
other activities that require high dexterity and motor control skill the gloves must be 
made of an appropriate barrier material, as specified in (a) and (b) above, and only be 
used for a maximum of 15 minutes. Such gloves may only be used once for such 
specific tasks and must be discarded and not reused after the task is accomplished.



Glove Liners



Coveralls over long-sleeved shirt and 
long pants

Chemical resistant gloves
Chemical resistant footwear plus socks

Protective eyewear



Is This a Respirator?

YES! YES! YES! 



This IS a Respirator!

• NIOSH → certifying agency
• N, R, P → resistance to oil 

degradation
• 95, 99, 100 → filter efficiency



Respirators – Change Out Schedule



Dust/mist filtering respirator 
with NIOSH approval number 

prefix TC-21C



• Respirator must be worn when 
required by:
• The pesticide label
• Permit conditions
• Regulation
• Employer Policy

When to Wear a Respirator



• If you wear a respirator you must 
first complete the following:
• Respirator training
• Annual Fit test
• For tight-fitting respirators

• Medical evaluation before a fit 
test

When to Wear a Respirator



Selection and Use of PPE

• Always follow the pesticide label
AND

• Always remember that CA requirements are 
generally stricter than label requirements





Take-Home Messages
• Wear protective eyewear and chemical 

resistant gloves for all handling activities
• Check manufacturer’s specifications for 

thickness, uses, lining type, etc.
• Wear coveralls when handling DANGER 

and WARNING pesticides
• Filtering facepieces (often called “dust 

masks”) are respirators!
PPE - USE IT & keep your sight, your model-like 

hands pretty,  your capacity for creating romantic 
moments and procreating …. or lose it!



Resources for You

http:// ipm.ucanr.edu

http://anrcatalog.ucanr.edu/



Questions?

Contact: 
Maria Alfaro
Community Educator
Pesticide Safety Education Program
pesticidesafety@ucanr.edu
ucanr.edu/trainme

@PesticideSafeUC

@PSEPUC
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