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An Introduction to the HWMA

• Sea level to 6,956 ft. (2,120 m)

• The coast is cool year around with frequent cloud cover and fog.

• Inland areas are hot and dry in summer with snowfall common

above 3,000 ft. (914.4 m) in winter.

• Annual rainfall varies dramatically across the region. From around 30 inches
(760 mm) to more than 100 inches (2,500 mm).

Mission Statement:   “Humboldt Weed Management Area members will work cooperatively with willing 
landowners and managers to reduce the extent and threat of invasive weeds within their scope of authority 
to promote healthy agricultural and ecological ecosystems.” 



Cannabis: A Different Weed of Concern for the Humboldt County 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office



HWMA Priority/Strategic Management Weed List

• First created in 2006

• Categories and their definitions were created at inception and have 
not changed

• Red Alert

• High Priority

• Moderate Priority

• Watch List

• Early Detect & Eradicate to be Conservative

• Monitor/Research

• Updated periodically at the suggestion of WMA steering committee 
members 

• Weed categorizations are determined by consensus of meeting 
participants



RED ALERT -  These species are present in WMA area and have very FEW populations and/or very limited distribution, such that complete eradication is possible, even 
if it takes repeated eradication efforts. The potential for spread and agronomic, economic or wildland impact is severe. This is an early detection, rapid response action
category. These localized and satellite species, once located, will be actively managed.

Japanese knotweed 
(Fallopia japonica)

Himalayan knotweed 
(Persicaria wallichii)
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Giant knotweed 
(Fallopia sachalinensis)

Bohemian knotweed 
(Fallopia X bohemica)

Shining geranium 
(Geranium lucidum)

These are examples of Red Alert category species and, along with Arundo dunax, are the target of on-going collaborative eradication 
efforts by HWMA member organizations. If you are interested in learning more about the collaborative efforts to eradicate these 
species in our region, I encourage you to attend Susannah Fersons lightning talk on Wednesday afternoon. 



HIGH PRIORITY  - These species are present in the WMA and are under ongoing, active management. They are impacting agronomic, economic, or wildland resources.
Combined efforts between members of the WMA can significantly work towards complete eradication or containment of these species. Efforts include direct weed
control, public education and outreach, prevention, mapping, etc.

Cape Weed (Arctotheca calendula)

Before

After

Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)

Examples of species categorized as High Priority and under management by multiple WMA member organizations.

Meadow knapweed 
(Centaurea jacea)



MODERATE PRIORITY - These species are known to be invasive in various environments and have known ecological impacts.  Treatment of these species occurs,
often packaged as part of an overall weed abatement program for a given project area.

WATCH LIST - These species are not present in the WMA but may occur in adjacent WMA's and have known vector processes where the risk of introduction is high
and the potential for invasiveness is high, such that once detected, they would become red alert species. This category includes introduced species that have occurred
in Humboldt County in the past, and were completely eradicated, but could potentially reappear, such as Spartina alterniflora .

EARLY DETECT and ERADICATE TO BE CONSERVATIVE - These species represent an early detection, rapid response category for more modestly invasive species 
with subtle to moderately projected ecological impacts, and are treated with an eradication response to be on the conservative side of invasive species management.

MONITOR /RESEARCH - The group is uncertain where to rank these species; they seem like they could be a problem, are showing signs and patterns of invasiveness; 
but are not as high a priority as others.  For now, the best course of action taken for these species is to observe, map, or set up study plots to quantify its spread or
patterns of invasiveness. Species in this group are also subject to current research, including experimental treatment plots.

Other categories



How is it used?

• Members use the WMA list to supplement statewide rating systems and their organization’s own 
internal prioritization system. The value of this list is that it provides a local perspective. 

• When grant funding is made available to WMAs this list is used to assist in choosing projects for 
submittal.

• It is a tool that prompts communication and coordination, assisting member organizations in 
developing shared goals and strategies to manage invasive plants. 
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