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Fire as a Grassland 
Management Tool



Why burn?

• Thatch removal
• Weed control
• Inexpensive
• Stimulate growth of native forbs and grasses
• Agency training needs



When to burn?

When site conditions are prime for your 
objectives

•Spring – Weed control and thatch removal

•Fall – Thatch control, sometimes weed 
control if seeds have germinated and 
enough “fuel” on site



How to burn?

Administrative

•Cooperate 
with local fire 
district or 
department on 
training burns





How to burn?
Administrative

•Burn permit 
from local air 
quality district.

•Burn permit from 
local Fire 
Department, if 
necessary.



How to burn?
Administrative

•State Air 
Resources 
Board requires 
a Smoke 
Management 
Plan.



Burn plan



Day of Burn…
•Go/No-Go Checklist



Day of Burn…



Day of Burn…

Personal 
Protection 
Gear

NOMEX fire suit, 
helmet, goggles, 
gloves

Backpack 
‘smokechaser’ 
water bag

2-Way radios



Day of Burn…

Wildfire 
Prevention 
Equipment



Burning…

Spring Burn



Burning…

Spring Burn



Burning…

Fall Burn



Burning…

Fall Burn



Results



Results




