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The National Wildlife
Refuge System

President Theodore Roosevelt:
Pelican Island NWR, 1903

>560 NWRs, 5 national marine
monuments, and other
protected areas

>150 million acres of land and
water from the Caribbean, to
the remote Pacific, and the
Arctic




The National Wildlife
Refuge System

MISSION

"to preserve a national
network of lands and waters
for the conservation and
management of the fish,
wildlife, and plants of the
United States for the benefit
of present and future
generations."
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The Invasive Plant Threat




THE CHALLENGE

Never enough resources.......

How can we be more

strategic... (well-thought out)

adaptive... (monitor, evaluate, adjust)

SMARTER
NOT HARDER




Strategic and
Adaptive

Invasive Plant
Management

Clear process that lays
out a strategic and
adaptive approach......

even when resources
are extremely limiting

|ldentify existing tools
and put them in the
hands of refuges

Create new tools where
there are gaps

On-the-ground support

Identify management
purpose and spatial
scope (2.1)

Identify project team
and establish
communication (2.2)

Gather and review site-
specific Information
(2.3)

(2.4)

Review regulatory
comphance (such as
policy, law, regulations)

Y

/

Identify management priorities: species and areas

(3-1)

\

Assess status of priority species (3.2)

Develop or revise SMART management objectives

(3.3)

\
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Identify optimal set of
management sirategies
and activities (3.4)

Identify measures 1o
avoid non-target eflects
{3.5)

Develop monitoring,
evaluaton, & reportin
methods (3.6)

9

Develop data and
Information management
methods (3.7)

A

Document Plan
(Chapter 4)

Y

Implement strategies

Track implementation

Y

Monitor and evaluate
outcomes {Chapter 5)
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