
 

Weed Alert!    
Pokeweed 

www.cal-ipc.org 



Pokeweed 

 

Description 

 Fleshy perennial plants with purple stems 
up to 10 ft. tall 

 White to magenta flowers 

 Dies back completely in winter 

 Unpleasantly scented  

 Glossy purple-black 
berries popular with 
birds (can be fatally toxic 
to livestock and 
humans) 

 Reproduces by seed 

 Spread primarily by 
birds 

 Native to eastern US 

  

Bloom Period  Jul - Aug 

 

Habitat  Riparian   

(Phytolacca americana) 

Image credits: Front top: © 2010 Louis-M. Landry, Front bottom: 
CDFA, Back: ©2011 Vernon Smith; icons by Tim Hyland 
These cards were adapted from a design by National Park Service. 

2-Minute Removal  Dig  

Mature Size  Shoulder 


