
 

Weed Alert!     
Lens-podded hoary cress 

www.cal-ipc.org 



Lens-podded hoary cress 

 

Description 
  2 ft. upright perennial with long, green, 

hairy stems and white fragrant flowers 

 Flowers ¼ - ½ in. long with four small 
petals, grow in loose flat-topped clusters  

 Tiny heart-shaped 
seedpods are tipped 
with a “beak” 

 Leaves ½ -4 in. long 
and covered in short 
white hairs 

 Leaves alternate, 
gray-green, some 
“arrowhead”-
shaped, and “clasp” 
the stem   

 Reproduces by seed and vegetatively 
from rhizomes 

 Spread by roads, agriculture, wildlife, 
waterfowl, livestock 

 Native to Europe and Asia 

 

Bloom Period  May - Jun 

 

Habitat  Grassland, scrub 

(Lepidium chalepense) 

Image credits: All obtained from Bugwood.org - Front top and bottom, 
back top: J.M. DiTomaso ©2007 The Regents of the University of 
California, Back bottom: Julia Scher, Federal Noxious Weeds 
Disseminules, USDA APHIS ITP, Front center: John M. Randall, The 
Nature Conservancy; icons by Tim Hyland 
These cards were adapted from a design by National Park Service. 

2-Minute Removal  Dig   

Mature Size  Knee 


