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* Large, semi-aquatic rodent
* Fresh and brackish waters

e Native to South America

e |Introduced for fur trade

* Declared eradicated in 1970s
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If nutria are found in CA, immediately contact the COFW Invasive Species Program to
report your sighting at Invasives@willdlife,ca.gov or by calling (866) 440-9530




Blology/ Ecology

* Reproductive by 4-6 months
o <3 litters/13 months

* Live in social groups
 Dispersal £ 50 mi

 Avg. home range size < 25 acres
e  Movement 2 miles from den

Urban Dallas/Fort Worth — photos Chris Jackson



Nutria population growth over 5 years (Nt=rN; r=b-d avg)
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Response in California

RESOURCE PROTECTION & LONG-TERM
MANAGEMENT

CONTAINMENT

Public awareness
typically begins
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CONTROL COSTS -

ERADICATION

PREVENTION

Species Small number of Rapid Iincrease in distribution Invasive species widespread and abundant;
absent ' localized populations; and abundance; long-term management aimed at population suppression

eradication possible eradication unlikely and resource protection
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Impacts

 Consume £ 25% of their weight each day

* Prefer basal portion of emergent vegetation
 Destroy up to 10x the amount consumed

. 3

* Severe erosion, conversion to open water




L.LP. Bulletin

SKY JONES-LEWEY, RESOURCE

PROTECTION AND EDUCATION
DIRECTOR, NUECES RIVER AUTHORITY

WOhe's Staabing the betin?

Battling the Big Cane and the Little River Rat

Riparian Landowners Band Together to Combat Perfect Storm
of Invasives on the Nueces and Sabinal Rivers

In the water-rich, ripardan environ
ment of the Nueces and Sabinal
floodplains, arundo, also called
river cane or giant reed, is
spreading like wiidfire as the
downed, floating stalks take root
from Its multiple |oints, Gnawed
stalk ends point to part of the
problem. A water-centric, rat-like
animal called nutria is cutting the
stalks and exacerbating the
spread of the already prolific
arundo colonies along the upper
reaches of these floodplains

ies, have crossed
according 10 Sky

v Technically ¢ L ) farms thick that
can grow to more than 20 feet in helght. It sprouts from nodes at joints of
the stalk, forming a compar ass of interconnected fibrous roots and dense
stalks, often creating an impenetrable wall of vegetation

The genotype of Aundo donax colonizing the upper Nu
the Seville area of Spain, The plant was considered
and Initially propagated on upland sites &

livestock forage, and aven used for p
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Impacts

 Burrowing damages infrastructure and levees
« 3-18’ deep, may extend < 150’ into bank




Impacts - Louisiana

 Coastwide Nutria Control Program
* Incentives - $5/tail, 250 — 350 trappers
* Since 2002, 5 M harvested ($24 M)
 Estimated > 100K coastal acres damaged

Normal Magsh " Closeup of an Exclosuré ™ "

Denuded Marsh
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Impacts — Chesapeake Bay
 Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Project (CBNEP)
 Led by USDA-Wildlife Services and USFWS
 $15.8 M over 15 years
 Over 14K nutria removed
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Population Control

Native range Louisiana Chesapeake Bay California?



https://youtu.be/bzW9nCneV70
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Response in California

 CDFW survey/trapping teams
* SanJoaquin Valley (3)
 Delta(2)

 Wildlife Service trappers (3)
* Pursuing contract expansion

 CDFA survey teams (3- N Delta)
* Training in Merced County
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CBNEP Eradication Strategy

5-phase strategy:
* Survey
* Classifying habitat suitability
» Confirmed/potential sign
* Cameras/monitoring platforms
* Knock-down
* Mop-up
* Verification
* Surveillance

T

-

3
D'.
Th

S

T
et
4

§ 1 1

-y

=

v ,%’




Response in California

e @Gaps in property access

* Long-term funding T

* @Grants

e Wildlife Conservation Board

e State Wildlife Grant (USFWS)
e SSJ Delta Conservancy Prop 1 grants

* Next steps:
e Judas nutria/telemetry

 Detection dogs




Questions?

Report sightings to:
(866) 440-9530
OR

Additional information:

«‘T h»e T }ﬁl@'r' hreat to Cahf@rm ' Fut%re

A-RATED AGRICULTURAL PEST « DESTROYS WETLANDS
WEAKENS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

For more information, call (866) 440-9530 or e-mail invasives@wildlife.ca.gov.

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY
Different bodies Different tails

Often confused with beaver and muskrat, nutria "UWRAT TAIL
have the following distinguishing characteristics: ‘3 Mkt

’ nvm 'I'All.
Nerin
|: NUTRIA TAIL :|

Report nutria sightings, request free CDFW assistance at (866) 440-9530 or

invasives@wildlife.ca.gov. Visit wildlife.ca.gov/nutria for more information.
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