
Ecological Impacts and 
Management of the Argentine 

ant in California
Korie C. Merrill

Center for Natural Lands Management



Ecosystem Disruption

• Negatively effect native ants
• Poor seed dispersers

• Unlikely to contribute to invasive 
plant species movement



• Effect plant-insect interactions
• Nectar robbers
• Impact to vertebrates

CAGN phot by Sue Meiman



Detection

• Bait Cards
• Bait Traps
• Pitfalls
• Dogs
• e-DNA



Control in Wildland 
Areas

• Hydrogels



Prevention -
DON’T SPREAD ANTS

• Restoration Activities
₋ Wattles
₋ Container Plants
₋ Irrigation

• Field Biologists



Resources

www.piat.org.nz

Kmerrill@cnlm.org

http://www.californiaislands.net/argentine-ants/

https://ucanr.edu/sites/
ucrurbanpest/Research/Ant/

https://ucanr.edu/sites/
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