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AGENDA 

 CDFW Landscape Conservation Tools 

 RCIS Program Overview 

 RCIS Program Uses 

 RCIS Analysis Example Using ACE 3.0 

 RCIS Program Summary 

 Funding Opportunities 
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OUR LAND USES DEPEND ON 
CONSERVATION 
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Biodiversity 



4 

wildfire risk reduction 

recreation Flood risk Reduction 

Agriculture 

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 
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CORRIDORS AND CROSSINGS 

Protected lands 
 

Protected lands 
 Caltrans 

Caltrans 

US-101 
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CDFW LANDSCAPE  
CONSERVATION TOOLS 



RCIS 
Program 
Overview 

RCIS PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW 
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THE RCIS PROGRAM 

• Established January 1, 2017 

• Achieve more strategic, effective conservation 

• Protect vulnerable and declining species  

• Enhance resiliency to climate change 

• Provide efficient mitigation delivery 

• Conserve with working lands and public lands 
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RCIS PROGRAM COMPONENTS 

• Regional Conservation Assessment (RCA) 

Purpose:  Assess conservation opportunities at an 
ecoregional scale 

• Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (RCIS)  

Purpose:  Develop a voluntary conservation strategy to 
inform conservation investments and advance mitigation 

• Mitigation Credit Agreement (MCA) 

Purpose:  Provide an advance mitigation tool for use on 
public and private lands, to offset CESA, CEQA, LSA, & other 
impacts  
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REGIONAL CONSERVATION SCALES 

RCA 

RCIS 

MCA 
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    = sensitive habitat/resource 



RCIS 
Program 
Overview 

REGIONAL 
CONSERVATION 

ASSESSMENT (RCA) 
OVERVIEW 
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  RCA is an assessment  

 to identify areas for conservation 
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RCA KEY POINT 



 

• Ecological Information 

Biodiversity, sensitive species & habitats, connectivity, 
existing protected areas 

Sources: CDFW BIOS, ACE 3.0, SWAP, CWHR, others 
 

• Pressures & Stressors 

Climate change, invasive species, others 
 

• Major Existing and Foreseeable Land Uses 

Conservation areas, infrastructure & development 

RCA OVERVIEW 
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REGIONAL 
CONSERVATION 

INVESTMENT STRATEGY 
(RCIS)  

OVERVIEW 

RCIS 
Program 
Overview 
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RCIS is a strategy with actions for  

philanthropic and mitigation conservation 

investments 
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RCIS KEY POINT 



• Voluntary, non-regulatory 

• Non-binding on land use authorities 

• Proposed by any public agency 

• Good for 10 years, extendable 

• RCIS required for MCAs 

• CDFW can approve eight or more* RCISs 

*with support letter from State water or transportation 
infrastructure agency 

 

 

RCIS OVERVIEW 
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• Ecological assessment of focal species & other elements   

• Pressures/stressors – climate change, invasives, others 

• Major foreseeable development, protected lands  

• Opportunities for working lands conservation  

• Identify conservation & enhancement actions  

RCIS COMPONENTS 
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• Acquire and protect land 

• Protect wildlife/habitat corridors 

• Restore creeks and rivers 

• Restore habitat on public land 

• Install wildlife crossings 

• Remove fish barriers 

• Create/restore rearing habitat 

POTENTIAL CONSERVATION & 
ENHANCEMENT ACTIONS 
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MITIGATION CREDIT 
AGREEMENT  
OVERVIEW 

RCIS 
Program 
Overview 
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MCAs* implement RCIS actions 

as mitigation credits 

 
 

 
*MCA guidelines in process 
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MCA KEY POINT 



 

• Advance mitigation 

• Offset permanent and  

     temporary impacts 

• On public or private land 

• Transferrable credits 

• Excess project enhancements used as credits  

• Offset impacts under CESA, CEQA, LSA 

MCA ENABLES: 
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• Anyone may apply for an MCA 

• Based on conservation & habitat 
enhancement actions in an approved RCIS 

• Consistent with CDFW’s Banking Program 

MCA OVERVIEW 
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RCIS 
Program 
Overview 

RCIS PROGRAM 
EXAMPLES OF USES 
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PROGRAM USES – CONSERVATION 

RCA 

RCIS 

    = sensitive habitat/resource 
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Federal, State, or 
Regional Conservation 
Areas (acquisitions) 



PROGRAM USES – INVASIVE SPECIES 

RCIS 
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    = sensitive habitat/resource 
    = wildlife corridor 
    = invasive species 

MCA 



RCIS 
Program 
Overview 

RCIS PROGRAM 
ANALYSIS EXAMPLE  

USING ACE 3.0 
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CDFW ACE 3.0 DATA 



ACE 3.0 DATA USAGE EXAMPLE 



 RCIS Program is voluntary, non-regulatory 

 RCA is an assessment 

 RCIS indicates actions 

 MCA provides credits 

 Non-binding on land use authorities 

 Intended to be done quickly 
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RCIS PROGRAM SUMMARY 



RCAs: 

• IRCAD – Mojave Desert (in process) 

 

RCISs: 

• Santa Clara County (submitted, in review)  

• Yolo County (submitted, in review) 

• Mid Sacramento Valley (submitted, in review)  

• East Bay (in process) 

• Antelope Valley (in process) 

• West San Bernardino County (in process)  
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RCIS PROGRAM STATUS SUMMARY 



Programs 
Overview 

PROGRAM 
COMPARISONS & 

FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

33 



Proposition 68 (June 2018) 

• RCISs - for developing RCISs  

• $5 million total 

• $2 million available soon - through June 30, 2020 

SB 1, SB 103 – advance mitigation for transportation  

Agencies  – CalTrans, DWR, other local agencies  

USFWS  – Section 6 ESA grants for HCPs/NCCPs  

Others  -  NGOs, philanthropies, Propositions  
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POTENTIAL FUNDING & 
COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES 



wildlife.ca.gov 

 

 

FOR FURTHER RCIS PROGRAM INFO… 
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https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Regional-Conservation


 

Please visit 
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/
Regional-Conservation 

 
 

FOR FURTHER RCIS PROGRAM AND 
CONNECTIVITY INFO… 
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Ron Unger, Manager Shannon Lucas, Supervisor 
(916) 653-3779  (916) 651-8764 

Landscape Conservation Planning Program 
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch 
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