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THE RCIS PROGRAM

 Established January 1, 2017

* Achieve more strategic, effective conservation
* Protect vulnerable and declining species

* Enhance resiliency to climate change

* Provide efficient mitigation delivery

* Conserve with working lands and public lands




RCIS PROGRAM COMPONENTS

* Regional Conservation Assessment (RCA)

Purpose: Assess conservation opportunities at an
ecoregional scale



RCIS PROGRAM COMPONENTS

 Regional Conservation Investment Strategy (RCIS)

Purpose: Develop a voluntary conservation strategy to
inform conservation investments and advance mitigation



RCIS PROGRAM COMPONENTS

 Mitigation Credit Agreement (MCA)

Purpose: Provide an advance mitigation tool for use on
public and private lands, to offset CESA, CEQA, LSA, & other
impacts

5



REGIONAL CONSERVATION SCALES

= sensitive habitat/resource
| e habitat/resource j3
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RCA KEY POINT

RCA is an assessment

to identify areas for conservation



RCA OVERVIEW

e Ecological Information

Biodiversity, sensitive species & habitats, connectivity,
existing protected areas
Sources: CDFW BIOS, ACE 3.0, SWAP, CWHR, others

e Pressures & Stressors
Climate change, invasive species, others

e Major Existing and Foreseeable Land Uses

Conservation areas, infrastructure & development
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RCIS KEY POINT

RCIS is a Strategy with actions for

philanthropic and mitigation conservation

investments



RCIS OVERVIEW

* Voluntary, non-regulatory

* Non-binding on land use authorities
* Proposed by any public agency

* Good for 10 years, extendable

* RCIS required for MCAs

e CDFW can approve eight or more™* RCISs

*with support letter from State water or transportation
infrastructure agency
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RCIS COMPONENTS

Ecological assessment of focal species & other elements
Pressures/stressors — climate change, invasives, others
Major foreseeable development, protected lands
Opportunities for working lands conservation

Identify conservation & enhancement actions




POTENTIAL CONSERVATION &

ENHANCEMENT ACTIONS

e Acquire and protect land *
* Protect wildlife/habitat corridors :
* Restore creeks and rivers R
* Restore habitat on public land

* |nstall wildlife crossings

e Remove fish barriers

* Create/restore rearing habitat
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MCA KEY POINT

MCAs implement RCIS actions
as mitigation credits

*MCA guidelines in process



MCA ENABLES:

Advance mitigation s B
Offset permanent and < ol | Wy 0

temporary impacts

>

On public or private land PoR. S W ‘
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Transferrable credits
Excess project enhancements used as credits
Offset impacts under CESA, CEQA, LSA
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MCA OVERVIEW

* Anyone may apply for an MCA

e Based on conservation & habitat
enhancement actions in an approved RCIS

e Consistent with CDFW’s Banking Program
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PROGRAM USES — CONSERVATION
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PROGRAM USES — INVASIVE SPECIES

= sensitive habitat/resource
= wildlife corridor
O = invasive species
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CDFW ACE 3.0 DATA
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ACE 3.0 DATA USAGE EXAMPLE

California Essential
Habitat Connectivity
Data (CEHC)

I More Permeable
Invasive Species (Cal-IPC)

@ 5-High
@
® 3
e 2
e 1-Low

California Conservation
Easement Database
(CCED)

=

e

California Protected Areas
Database (CPAD)

Significant Terrestrial
Habitat Rank

1 5-High
4
3
2
1-Low




RCIS PROGRAM SUMMARY

> RCIS Program is voluntary, non-regulatory
> RCA is an assessment

> RCIS indicates actions

» MCA provides credits

» Non-binding on land use authorities

» Intended to be done quickly




RCIS PROGRAM STATUS SUMMARY

RCAs:
* IRCAD — Mojave Desert (in process)

RCISs:

e Santa Clara County (submitted, in review)

* Yolo County (submitted, in review)

* Mid Sacramento Valley (submitted, in review)
 East Bay (in process)

 Antelope Valley (in process)

* West San Bernardino County (in process)
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POTENTIAL FUNDING &

COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES

» Proposition 68 (June 2018)
* RCISs - for developing RCISs
e S5 million total

* S2 million available soon - through June 30, 2020
»SB 1, SB 103 — advance mitigation for transportation

» Agencies — CalTrans, DWR, other local agencies

» USFWS — Section 6 ESA grants for HCPs/NCCPs

»Others - NGOs, philanthropies, Propositions




FOR FURTHER RCIS PROGRAM INFO...

Regional Conservation

Regional Conservation Investment Strategies Program

On Sg mber 22_ 2016, the Governor signed & which created ¢ V's Regional Conservation
investment Strategy pgot program (Program) t effect on January 1 7 and is administered by
CDFW's Habitat Conservation Pianning Sranch in Sacramenta. On July 7 the Govemor sgned Sena

makes two changes to Assembly Bill 2087, 1) it removes the J2nuary 1. 2020 “sunsel” provision, 2nd 2) 2 allows 3 R
iservation investment Sirategy (RCIS) to be exempt from the “cap” (i.€.. the Im of eght RCISs tat may be app
FW) f 2 state water of transportaton infrastructure agency requests approval of the RCIS

RCA_RCIS ana MCA tempiaies expecied Fall 2017

Program Overview

The new Program encourages 3 voluntary
non-reguiatory regional planning peocess
niended 10 resull in higher-quaiity

Tvaiion oulcomes and inclodes an
dvance mingaticn tool. The Program uses 2
nce-based appeoach to wdentry

servason and enbancement opportunifics
that i implemented, wil help Caiifornia’s
declining ang vuineradie speces by
protecting, creating, restonng, and
reconpecting habéat and may coniribuie fo
species recon e
change a2nd resdiency

Fees and Fee Schedule

Fees and fee scheduies 1o be published as follows

The Program consists of mree

d areas. and habilat inkages at the USDA ecoregion scale and may mciude more
than one ecoregion. RCAs nc rmation supporeng the deveicpment of iong-fenm conservation prionties moiading
ecosysiem services suchas ¢ quesiration. waler ¢ rvation. and pee: 2%0n of agricultural lands RCAs aso

support the development of RCISs that will more specifically weniify areas of greatest servanion vaue. An RCA 5 not

i Species, ecosysiems, prote
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https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Regional-Conservation

FOR FURTHER RCIS PROGRAM AND

CONNECTIVITY INFO...

Please visit
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/
Regional-Conservation

Landscape Conservation Planning Program
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch
RCIS@wildlife.ca.gov

Ron Unger, Manager Shannon Lucas, Supervisor
(916) 653-3779 (916) 651-8764
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