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Biological control: Arundo wasp 

Tetramesa romana



Biological control: Arundo armored scale

Rhizaspidiotus donacis



Field sites

• 3 in Sacramento Valley

• 3 in the Delta

• 3 in Central Valley



How does mechanical treatment of 

arundo affect wasp/scale density?
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• August 2017: 7,680 wasps in 54 plots

• 100 per plot + 20

• Follow up monitoring

• Density of exit holes 

• Plant biomass

• Destructive sampling

How does mechanical treatment of 

arundo affect wasp/scale density?



• New wasp releases in October in the Delta

• Scale to be released starting September 2017

• New sites?
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• Covers over 5,000 ha in CA

• Ecological transformer

• Drought tolerant

• Flood/Fire hazard

• Chemical/Mechanical 
control possible but $$

Arundo donax


