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Methods of getting a weed identified.

• Keying

• Pictures

• Locality

• Crowd Sourcing

• Ask an Expert



Keying



Basic Botany – Recognizing Plant 
Families and knowing botanical 

terminology is key.





Jepson Manual





weedid.wisc.edu/ca/weedid.php

• Online key 
• just weeds
• Context 

specific 
help and 
illustrations



Pictures





CalPhotos - calphotos.berkeley.edu/flora/



Locality





Calflora.org – What Grows Here?



California Consortium of Herbaria  -
ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium/



Crowd Sourcing















iNaturalist - www.inaturalist.org



Ask an Expert



CA Food and 
Ag 

Botany Lab

Often no charge if submitted 
through your Agricultural 
Commissioner’s Office.  The Ag   
Commissioner can often ID 
local noxious weeds.[-0.



UC and other 
herbaria

UC herbaria can be no charge 
if submitted through your UC 
Cooperative Extension Office.  
The Extension Office can often 
ID local weeds.



Cal-IPC Inventory  
www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory/



Cal-IPC Inventory    
www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory



Cal-IPC Inventory     
www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory



Cal-IPC Inventory     
www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory



wric.ucdavis.edu/information/weedid.htm
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