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* They #re the small ants that inv@de nearly every busehold
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Background

* In 2014 it was noted that dead and dying native plants, especially
those considered the most “difficult”, were associated with Argentine
ant populations

* For example, root-balls of dying Ceanothus were often “boiling” with ants
 Soil would just fall away from the roots
» Certain weed species were congregated along ant trails and at root crowns
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Treatment options
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Treatment options

* Trying to get away from systemics
e Looking at Pyrethrin spray and root drenches in critical cases

 For large scale control
* Experimenting with extraordinarily dilute bait
* Distributed in water absorbing polymer spheres



Areas of needed research:

* To what degree are ants responsible for movement of invasives into
natural plant communities?

* What species of invasives are preferred by ants?

 How far can invasive species be moved into restoration areas
receiving irrigation vs. undisturbed natural plant communities?

 What is the actual statistical relationship between plant failure and
ant infestation?

* Is plant mortality due more to Hemipteran feeding, disease, or some
other process?



Areas of needed research:

 Why aren’t all plant species affected equally?
 What are the most effective & least toxic control strategies?

* Am | simply becoming a paranoid schizophrenic who sees ants
everywhere?

The End



