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A computer or a map never 
killed a weed ….

…. however spatial datasets provide 
the basis for strategic control.



State-level 
mapping

&

State-level 
Databases



There is NO 
comprehensive 

statewide
spatial database
for all or even 
most important 
invasive plants
in California



- Expensive
- No lead agency
- No regulatory hooks
- They won’t come 

(at least not for free and if 
you don’t run an intensive 
submission campaign)

WHY?



Jepson Online Exchange
ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html



Jepson Online Exchange
ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html- Voucher specimen 

based for points
- Expert opinion 
based for regions



Jepson Online Exchange
ucjeps.berkeley.edu/interchange.html



CalFlora Database
www.calflora.org



Contribute to the 
Plant Observation 

Library

CalFlora Database
www.calflora.org



CDFA A-rated Weed 
Database

CDFA – A-rated Weeds



CDFA – noxious weeds
www.cdfa.ca.gov/encycloweedia

A – rated will be up soon
on ArcIMS server

B-rated not updated since 1993

C-rated – not mapped



Southwest Exotic Plant Information Clearing house
www.usgs.nau.edu/swepic



Ceres Metadata Catalog

ceres.ca.gov



Special Statewide Mapping 

Arundo
Brooms
Salsola

Water Hyacinth

Yellow
Starthistle

Tamarisk

Sahara 
Mustard

Purple Loostrife Sesbania



Region-level 
mapping

- County

- WMA



WMA and 
County regional 

mapping

?

?

?

?



www.cdfa.ca.gov/weedhome

CA Weed Maping Steering 
Committee

CA Invasive Plant Data 
Consortium



WIMS tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/wims.html

Free!



Agency 
Mapping 

&
Databases



Agencies
• Forest Service, USDA, US Fish & Wildlife Service have big 

resources management databases
• State parks, BLM,Fish & Game have weed data at the unit 

level
• National Parks/USGS has local databases and the Exotic Plant 

Management Team has a custom database for their projects.



Other Organizations
•Nature Conservancy, and other Land Trusts
•Team Arundo del Norte
•Cal-IPC
•RCDS, Watershed groups
•Universities
•Private Consultants are important



Conclusions
• Mapping is is happening, but fragmented.

• It takes money to do quality inventory. 

• It takes money to train/encourage volunteers to 
map weeds.

• It will take lots of money to build the Cadillac 
statewide weed system.

• Distributed systems are popping up.

• We can begin cataloging our data in metadata 
catalogs
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