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Type of 
Complexity Definition

Ordinary
Approach for 

Simple 
Problems

Extraordinary 
Approach for 

Complex 
Problems

Social
Diverse perspective

and interests
Experts and 
Authorities

Actors and 
stakeholders

Dynamic Cause and effect
are distant in time 

and space

Piece by piece System as a 
whole

Generative Future is unfamiliar 
and undetermined

Existing solutions Emerging 
solutions

(Kahane, 2010)



Far From
Agreement

Close to 
Agreement

Close to 
Certainty

Far From 
Certainty

1. Rational
Decision
Making

2.   Political
Decision
Making

3.   Judgemental
Decision
Making

4. Brainstorming 
and dialectical 
inquiry

5.   Unprogrammable
Decision
Making

6. No Acceptable 
Decisions Made



4.  Generative dialogue 3.  Reflective dialogue

1.  Downloading 2.  Debating

Source in Social 
Space: Center 

and Whole

Source in Social 
Space: Periphery 

and parts

Source in Social Time: The Future
Enacting emerging realities

Source in Social Time: The Past
Re-enacting existing realities

Source: Scharmer



A human problem informed by science
• Too complex to be solved
• Cannot be formulated or tested for a true or 

false result
• Most of the relevant data is unknowable
• No right or wrong solution
• Situation can only be improved by good faith 

actions of stakeholders with diverse views 
enabling and empowering each other.



PRESCRIBE is now available
for mobile devices such as smart
Phones, tablets, etc.

It can be accessed at:
http://mobile.cdpr.ca.gov/prescribe



Location search

Use My Location: Easy to use, 
particularly for those not 
familiar with the 
Township/Range/Section 
(TRS) coordinates system. 
The program finds the 
corresponding County and 
TRS coordinates based on 
where your mobile device is 
at that moment.



Product Search

Type the product name or U.S. EPA  
Registration Number, then…

Tap the “Search” button. 



Product Results Screen
By tapping on a product’s

box, a “ticker” scrolls 
the full name of the product 
or EPA Registration Number.

By tapping in the middle of
a product box we get to 
the full report.



Full Report Screen

By tapping on each
box, it can be expanded.



Species Details Screen



http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/index.htm


