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Regional Planning with CalWeedMapper 
 

• Prepare for funding 
opportunities 

• Collaborative planning at the 
landscape level  (2-5 counties) 

• A region contains many  
Cal-IPC Inventory species 

• Goal: focus on a handful of early 
detection species within a region 

• Supplement, not supplant, 
existing local priorities 
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• Result of Cal-IPC statewide mapping effort - and your 
expert knowledge contributions! 

• Provides information about the distribution of species 
statewide by combining expert knowledge data and 
occurrence (GIS) data into one system 

• Data submitted to Calflora or CalWeedMapper will update 
distribution of that species   

 http://calweedmapper.calflora.org 
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A partnership between Cal-IPC and Calflora 

http://calweedmapper.calflora.org/


Regional Planning: Steps 

Cal-IPC works with local land managers to:  
1. Translate information from CalWeedMapper to 

regionwide opportunities for surveillance & eradication 
2. Draft Strategic Plan for review by land managers 
3. Eradication targets: apply for funding to address top 5 

regional species 
4. Surveillance targets: learn and survey for early detection 

and rapid response 
5. Watch for new detections of these species and respond 

rapidly!   
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Regional Strategy 
Step 1: 

Translate information from CalWeedMapper to regionwide 
opportunities for surveillance & eradication 
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• Based on Cal-IPC rating, impacts, 
mapping and local concerns.  

 

  

 



Regional Strategy 
Step 2: 

• Draft Strategic Plan for review by land managers 
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Central Sierra Regional Strategy 
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Top 5 Eradication goals: 

1. Purple starthistle Centaurea calcitrapa  

2. Diffuse knapweed Centaurea diffusa  

3. Spotted knapweed Centaurea stoebe ssp. micranthos 

4. Canada thistle Cirsium arvense  

5. Oblong spurge Euphorbia oblongata)  
 

Purple starthistle Oblong spurge 

Spotted knapweed 
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Eradication target 1: purple starthistle 
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Eradication target 2: diffuse knapweed 
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Eradication target 3: spotted knapweed 

 



11 

Eradication target 4: Canada thistle 
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Eradication target 5: oblong spurge 



Surveillance Targets 
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• 17 surveillance species 
identified for the Central Sierra 

• Chose targets for public 
outreach and education 

• Field crews and volunteers can 
be trained to watch for new 
species invading, using 
Calflora’s Plant lists (website, 
.pdf or downloadable to a 
Smartphone) 
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Surveillance Targets and Outreach 
17 species, including: 

 

• Salvinia molesta (giant salvinia) 
• Saponaria officinalis (bouncingbet) 
• Stipa miliacea var. miliacea (Piptatherum miliaceum) 

(smilograss) 
• Carthamus lanatus (woolly distaff thistle) 
• Saccharum ravennae (ravennagrass) 
• Nicotiana glauca (tree tobacco) 
• Cynara cardunculus (artichoke thistle) 
• Cynoglossum officinale (houndstongue) 
• Halogeton glomeratus (halogeton) 

 
 



Regional Strategy 

Results:  

Central Sierra group has applied for NFWF funding   

for eradication of 5 top priority species over 5 years 
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Watch for new detections and  
coordinated rapid response!  

Central Sierra’s Weed Observation Hotline displays surveillance and 
eradication occurrences submitted recently in our region… 

http://www.calflora.org/entry/observ.html


Other Regions 
  

 Other regions using this 
process: 

• Monterey - San Benito – 
Santa Cruz Counties 

• Shasta & Siskiyou Counties 

• Del Norte – Humboldt – 
Trinity Counties 

• Cache Creek Watershed 
(Yolo/Lake Counties) 

• State Parks Santa Cruz 
Mountain Sector 

 

 

• More to come in 2013! 
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