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SNI Facts
• ~ 65 miles off-shore  

• Owned by US Navy 

• Part of the California Islands 

• ~9x3 miles, 910ft Elevation 

• 137 native vascular plant taxa, 
141 non-native, 15 endemic to 
CA Islands, 2 endemic to SNI
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How we manage all of 
this… 



Biosecurity 

• SNI Biosecurity Plan 

• Signed Biosecurity Instruction 
with “teeth” 

• Plan/INST Placed in contracts 
in RFP stage 

• Navy currently funding a 
biosecurity technician with 
CHINPS and TNC 



Invasive Plant Program
• Funded by federal drivers: 

Sikes Act, EO 13112, ESA 

• Started in early 1980’s with 
fennel and garland 
chrysanthemum removal 

• Currently targets ~dozen 
species 

• Last major mapping effort by 
Junak in ~2001



Constraints, and how we 
work with them

• UXO: Map out, make contractors aware of situation, EOD then 
removes them. 

• Archeology: Programmatic agreement with SHIPO for spraying 
weeds on SNI 

• Funding: Try to stress that multiple years of effort can be lost by 
missing one season. 

• Logistics: Try to plan ahead, but this can be challenging…SNI 
requires a plane flight, separate cargo barges or flights for 
herbicide transport, and is typically short on housing.  

• ESA: Programatic BO with USFWS







Historical Vectors

• Sheep farmers (animal feed, 
new species for them to eat) 

• Navy (erosion control efforts) 

• Ventura Nurserymen’s 
Association (1970)





“Tall pines and eucalyptus will grow where they aren’t 
supposed to grow - thanks to the Ventura Nurserymen’s 

Association”



Modern External Vectors

• Dirty construction equipment 

• Gravel for construction 

• Biologists’/Sailors’ shoes 

• Birds…probably 

• People bringing out seeds for 
flowers









Internal Vectors
• Biologists’ Shoes 

• Dirty PW/Contractor 
equipment (e.g.: Mowing, 
backhoes, pick-ups with 
muddy tires) 

• Animals (birds/foxes spread 
Atriplex semibaccata, foxes 
also spread Carpobrotus spp., 
chukar might be spreading 
seeds as well) 

• Weather (wind, runoff)



Environmental Challenges

Wind



Wind Challenges

• Can affect ability to spray, so 
we always have two projects 
to go to, one mechanical, one 
chemical 

• Try to control up wind to down 
wind, this can be confounded 
with slope, runoff, and roads. 

• Control populations near road 
sides.



A few targeted weeds

• Euphorbia terracina 

• Brassica tournefortii 

• Carpobrotus spp. 

• Fennel 

• Myoporum laetum 

• Stipa miliaceum
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Trying new things with Mesembryanthemum
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