


A comparison of 
flora in San Francisco’s
fragmented natural areas



• San Bruno Mountain to Golden Gate

• Biodiversity hotspot 

• Unique combination of soils, climate

• Rare and endemic plants and animals

The Franciscan Bioregion



Bayview Hill Circa 1910



Bayview Hill 2004



Fragmentation Today



• Over 30 parks

• Approximately 1,000 acres (range: <1acre to over 
600 acres)

• Over 20 sensitive species

• Over 1,000 plant species (about 311 local 
natives)

• Over 550 resident and migratory vertebrate 
species (reptiles, amphibians, birds, mammals)

Natural Areas Facts



Current Native Vegetation 
Communities in San Francisco

• Grasslands

• Coastal Scrub and Dunes

• Lakes (lacustrine)

• Oak Woodlands

• Riparian and Fresh Water Marshes

• Rock Outcrops

• Salt Marshes



San Francisco's Historic Plant Surveys

• 1912 Alice Eastwood

• 1918 Eric Walther

• 1924 J. T. Howell 

• 1930 L. S. Rose

• 1949-1958 Raven, Howell and Rubtzoff 

• By 1958 over 10,000 species collected 

• 1980 CNPS 

• 2002 SFSU, EIP consultants and NAP

Glen Canyon Circa 1880
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Species / Area Relationships in 
San Francisco Natural Areas
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Twin Peaks
48.63 Acres

121 Native Plant Species

Tank Hill
2.84 Acres

49 Native Plant Species

Kite Hill
2.46 Acres

33 Native Plant Species

3 Remnants of History





• Seed Sources 

• Habitat 



Tank Hill and Kite Hill



• The importance of small fragments

• Invaluable volunteers

• Adaptive management

• Read the landscape

• Get your hands dirty!



All of the flowers 
of all the tomorrows 
are in the seeds of today.

Chinese Proverb
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