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Department ofDepartment of
Pesticide RegulationPesticide Regulation

______ mission is to protect human health mission is to protect human health 
and the environment and the environment 

by regulating pesticide sales and use, by regulating pesticide sales and use, 
and by fostering reducedand by fostering reduced--risk risk 

pest management.pest management.

http://www.fypower.org/


www.www.cdprcdpr.ca..ca.govgov



By law, before a pesticide can be used in California, By law, before a pesticide can be used in California, 
it must be evaluated, registered and pass inspection it must be evaluated, registered and pass inspection 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Californiathe California’’s EPAs EPA’’s Department of Pesticide s Department of Pesticide 
Regulation.Regulation.



RegistrationRegistration

• Subject to 120 to 142 separate tests
• 10 years for EPA approval – maybe
• Costs 35-50 million 
• Now up to 187 million



RegistrationRegistration

On average, only one in 20,000 chemicals 
make it from the chemist’s laboratory 
to the farmer’s field.



Teen PeopleTeen People MagazineMagazine

“In 1989 millions of cases of imported fruit “In 1989 millions of cases of imported fruit 
were banned after a small amount of cyanide were banned after a small amount of cyanide 
was found in just two grapes.was found in just two grapes.
There are 33 times more cyanide in a single There are 33 times more cyanide in a single 
cigarette than was found in those two grapes.cigarette than was found in those two grapes.
“dose“dose--makesmakes--thethe--poison”poison”
www.www.TheTruthTheTruth.com.com



Department of Agriculture, Weights Department of Agriculture, Weights 
and Measures and Measures 

___ Mission:___ Mission:
Enhance and promote the preservation of Enhance and promote the preservation of 
agriculture and the environmentagriculture and the environment
while maintaining the health and safety of while maintaining the health and safety of 
all citizens.all citizens.

Assure equity in the marketplace through Assure equity in the marketplace through 
the fair and equalthe fair and equal
enforcement of laws and regulations.enforcement of laws and regulations.



LicensingLicensing

Maintenance Gardener Maintenance Gardener 

Pest Control Business Pest Control Business 

Pest Control DealerPest Control Dealer

Pesticide BrokerPesticide Broker



LicensingLicensing

APCA APCA 

QACQAC

QALQAL

DealerDealer

Designated AgentDesignated Agent

PACPAC

PilotsPilots



Operator / Operator / 
Site I.D. Site I.D. 
RecordRecord

I.D. #I.D. #
On every invoiceOn every invoice
Site match productSite match product

Expiration DateExpiration Date
SignaturesSignatures
Sites Sites –– on page 2on page 2



PPrivate rivate CCertified ertified AApplicatorpplicator
PACPAC

Restricted materials permit Restricted materials permit 

Train employeesTrain employees

Issued by Issued by 

the County Commissionersthe County Commissioners



QQualified ualified AApplicator pplicator CCertificateertificate
QACQAC

You use or superviseYou use or supervise

Restricted pesticides Restricted pesticides 
FederalFederal

StateState

Business of landscape maintenance andBusiness of landscape maintenance and

performs pest controlperforms pest control
Must have a Landscape Maintenance Pest Control Category on Must have a Landscape Maintenance Pest Control Category on 
licenselicense

Maintenance Gardener Pest Control Business LicenseMaintenance Gardener Pest Control Business License



QACQAC
Pass examinationsPass examinations

Laws, Regulations, and Basic PrinciplesLaws, Regulations, and Basic Principles
And at least one categoryAnd at least one category

A. Residential, Industrial, and InstitutionalA. Residential, Industrial, and Institutional
L. Wood Preservative L. Wood Preservative 
N. Sewer Line Root ControlN. Sewer Line Root Control
M. Antifouling M. Antifouling Tributyltin Tributyltin 

B. Landscape MaintenanceB. Landscape Maintenance
C. RightC. Right--ofof--Way Way 

L. Wood Preservative L. Wood Preservative 

D. Plant AgricultureD. Plant Agriculture
E. ForestE. Forest
F. AquaticF. Aquatic
G. RegulatoryG. Regulatory
H. Seed TreatmentH. Seed Treatment
L. Animal AgricultureL. Animal Agriculture
J. Demonstration and ResearchJ. Demonstration and Research
K Health RelatedK Health Related



QACQAC

At least 20 hours CE every 2 years
Minimum of 4 hr CE in Laws and Regs
With only the Landscape Maintenance Pest 
Control Category and have a Maintenance 
Gardener Pest Control Business License - need 
only:
8 CE hours (2 hr Laws & Regs)



QACQAC

Application feeApplication fee $40$40
Examination feeExamination fee $50$50
22--year renewalyear renewal $60$60
Late renewal penaltyLate renewal penalty $30$30



QQualified ualified AApplicator pplicator LLicenseicense
QALQAL

Supervises pesticide Supervises pesticide 
applications for a applications for a 
licensed Pest licensed Pest 
Control BusinessControl Business

Supervise the use of Supervise the use of 
restricted use restricted use 
pesticides pesticides 



QALQAL
Pass examinationsPass examinations

Laws, Regulations, and Basic PrinciplesLaws, Regulations, and Basic Principles
And at least one categoryAnd at least one category

A. Residential, Industrial, and InstitutionalA. Residential, Industrial, and Institutional
L. Wood Preservative L. Wood Preservative 
M. Antifouling M. Antifouling Tributyltin Tributyltin 
N. Sewer Line Root ControlN. Sewer Line Root Control

B. Landscape MaintenanceB. Landscape Maintenance
C. RightC. Right--ofof--Way Way 

L. Wood Preservative L. Wood Preservative 
D. Plant AgricultureD. Plant Agriculture
E. ForestE. Forest
F. AquaticF. Aquatic
G. RegulatoryG. Regulatory
H. Seed TreatmentH. Seed Treatment
L. Animal AgricultureL. Animal Agriculture
J. Demonstration and ResearchJ. Demonstration and Research
K Health RelatedK Health Related



QALQAL

At least 20 hours CE every 2 yearsAt least 20 hours CE every 2 years
Minimum of 4 hr CE in Laws and Minimum of 4 hr CE in Laws and RegsRegs

With only the Landscape Maintenance Pest With only the Landscape Maintenance Pest 
Control Category and have a Maintenance Control Category and have a Maintenance 
Gardener Pest Control Business License Gardener Pest Control Business License --
need only:need only:
8 CE hours (2 hr Laws & 8 CE hours (2 hr Laws & RegsRegs))



QALQAL

Application feeApplication fee $  80$  80

Examination feeExamination fee $  50$  50

22--year renewalyear renewal $ 120$ 120

Late renewal penaltyLate renewal penalty $  60$  60



Agricultural Agricultural PPest est CControl ontrol AAdviserdviser
PCAPCA

Possess a B.A. or B.S. degree in:Possess a B.A. or B.S. degree in:
An agricultural scienceAn agricultural science

A biological science orA biological science or

Pest managementPest management

Core course requirements of 45 unitsCore course requirements of 45 units



PCAPCA
Pass examinationsPass examinations

Laws and RegulationsLaws and Regulations
Basic PrinciplesBasic Principles
Integrated Pest ManagementIntegrated Pest Management
And at least one categoryAnd at least one category

A. Insects, Mites and Other InvertebratesA. Insects, Mites and Other Invertebrates
B. Plant PathogensB. Plant Pathogens
C. NematodesC. Nematodes
D. Vertebrate PestsD. Vertebrate Pests
E. Weed ControlE. Weed Control
F. DefoliationF. Defoliation
G. Plant Growth RegulatorsG. Plant Growth Regulators



PCAPCA

At least 40 hours of CE every 2 yearsAt least 40 hours of CE every 2 years

A minimum of 4 hours must include pesticides A minimum of 4 hours must include pesticides 
and pest control laws and regulationsand pest control laws and regulations

Register with county agricultural commissioner Register with county agricultural commissioner 
in “home” county and each county where in “home” county and each county where 
recommendations are maderecommendations are made



PCAPCA
Retain a copy of written recommendation Retain a copy of written recommendation 
for 1 yearfor 1 year

Provide property operator a copyProvide property operator a copy
Provide copy to dealer and applicator prior Provide copy to dealer and applicator prior 
to applicationto application
Ground Water Protection Training before Ground Water Protection Training before 
writing Ground Water Protection Advisorieswriting Ground Water Protection Advisories



PCAPCA

Application feeApplication fee $  80$  80

Examination feeExamination fee $  50$  50

22--year renewalyear renewal $140$140

Late renewal penaltyLate renewal penalty $  70$  70



PCA License?PCA License?

Offers a recommendation Offers a recommendation 
on an ‘Agricultural Use’on an ‘Agricultural Use’
Holds Self as Authority  Holds Self as Authority  
on Ag Useon Ag Use
Solicits Services or Sales Solicits Services or Sales 
for an Ag Usefor an Ag Use

FAC 11410FAC 11410--1111



PCA specialties are diversePCA specialties are diverse

Highway vegetation Highway vegetation 

Weed congestion in public Weed congestion in public 
waterways waterways 

Assist in pestAssist in pest--free greenhouses, free greenhouses, 
golf courses, turf and landscapegolf courses, turf and landscape

Ensure the growth of Ensure the growth of 
Healthy and abundant food, fiber Healthy and abundant food, fiber 
and ornamentalsand ornamentals

from over 9.9 million acres of from over 9.9 million acres of 
California farm and public lands. California farm and public lands. 



PCA DemographicsPCA Demographics
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PCA DemographicsPCA Demographics
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Thank You!Thank You!
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