INSTRUCTIONS
On May 2, the the Assembly Budget Subcommittee 3 on Resources and Transportation will hear the budget request for WMA funding and funding for the state interagency council. We have two efforts. The first is to get as many groups as possible from across the state to sign on to our support letter (Part 1 below). The second is to have each group ask its state reps to sign onto the budget request, basically become a co-sponsor, to make the request even stronger. Thank you for your help! 
Part 1 – simple:

We are compiling a sign-on letter to be submitted to the Budget Subcommittee, supporting the budget request that would fund AB2470. What we need from each organization is a logo and a signature (with name and title). If you don’t have a logo, just your organization’s name will do.
Please email to:

· dwjohnson@cal-ipc.org (California Invasive Plant Council) 

· elena@csgcalifornia.com (Conservation Strategies Group)

Part 2 – more complicated and optional:

Personalize the letter below, make separate versions for each of your state representatives on your organization’s letterhead, sign them, scan/save them as pdfs, and send as email attachment to each of your state representatives. To find your representatives see the Assembly district map and Senate district map to identify districts relevant to your organization. Then use generic email addresses: “assemblymember.lastname@assembly.ca.gov” and senator.lastname@senate.ca.gov (unless you already have a direct contact in their office, or are willing to call their Sacramento office to get an email address for their staff person on agriculture and the environment). 

On your organization’s letterhead, with an address and contact information. 

<<date>>

Honorable <<legislator’s name>>
California State <<Assembly/Senate>>
Sacramento, CA 

RE: Support for Grayson funding request for invasive species prevention, research and eradication
Dear <<Assembly Member/Senator Lastname>>,

On behalf of <<your organization>>, I want to express our strong support for Assembly Member Grayson’s request for funding for invasive species prevention, research and eradication. We urge you to sign onto this request.

By providing $2.5 million to the statewide network of county-based Weed Management Areas (WMAs), $5 million to a new interagency Invasive Species Council, and $2 million to the University of California, this funding is a vital investment in the long-term protection of California’s water resources, fire safety, climate resiliency, agriculture and environment. 
In our area… <<optional—describe your organization’s involvement with invasive species management and your local WMAs>>
Collaboration at the state and local level is critical for responding to the threat of invasive species, from yellow starthistle to quagga mussels to nutria to tree-damaging shot hole borers.  

We urge you to sign on to this important funding request.
Sincerely,
<<your name, title, signature>>

CC: 
Assembly Member Timothy S. Grayson 

