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What Is a plant voucher?

« A plant voucher is a dried pressed plant
specimen with collection data

« A voucher is deposited in a permanent plant
collection where future workers can see |It.

« A plant specimen is the data, not a
representation of it. It is an example of the

actual plant growing at a specific place and
time.



What Is an accession?

« An accession Is a collection of a

particular thing (e.g., plant species) at a
particular place and time

« An accession can result in one
specimen or voucher or several

 An accession becomes official when it Is
added to a permanent collection
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Why Bother?

It's easy! Vouchering takes ver
little time

Vouchering allows an independ:
identification of the target plant
It increases the credibility of an
study or action

It leaves a permanent, confirma

record in a central location l

It builds networks w/ profession

who will be interested in current and future projects

It's an easy form of immortality
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How do you make a voucher?

« Use a portion of the plant small enough to fit
within a folded page of newsprint (~35 X 28 cm)

 Include stems, leaves, and flowers or fruits if
possible (roots are included only for small plants)

* Place the specimen in a folded sheet of
newspaper and weigh it down

« Label the newspaper margin with collectlon data
(minimum: date, collector, plac .«

of collection)

* Leave it in a warm place to dry:
« Special equipment (e.g., a pla
press) is useful for larger

collections, but not necessary
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How much should | collect?

* We're suggesting that active
resource managers collect at
least 12 specimens each year



What should | collect?

Weeds to be targeted for control
New plants showing up in an area
Hosts of pests or diseases

Any unusual plants

Unknown plants



Where should | collect?

* Anywhere

* Almost all
weed species
are

undercollecte
d
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whom should we send It?

Many herbaria will accept labeled,
unmounted specimens. CDA specializes in
weeds.

Place the specimen or specimens (in their
newspapers) between 2 sheets of cardboard

Do not tape or staple the specimens, but you
may tie the bundle with string if necessary

Make sure the collection data iIs included w/

eac
(inc
Mal

n specimen and include your contact info
uding email)

It iIn an envelope (or box)



Send plant specimens to:

Botany Lab

Department of Food and Agriculture
3294 Meadowview Rd

Sacramento, CA

05832-1448



