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The Worst Weeds in Santa Cruz County 

TREES 
 

• Black Locust 
   (Robinia pseudoacacia) 
    Grows along roadsides, on  
    canyon slopes or streambanks. 
    Look for thorns and leaves on  
    both sides of stem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Acacia, all species  
   (Acacia spp.) 
    Grow along roadsides and in  
    disturbed areas. Look for  
    distinctive leaves  
    (image to right), large seed pods 
    and bright yellow flowers in  
    early spring. 
 

Another invasive tree: Tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) 
 
 
 

 

• Blue Gum Eucalyptus  
   (Eucalyptus globulus) 
    Grows in wet or dry     
     locations.  Look for unique  
     seed pods,  long slender  
     leaves, peeling bark and  
     distinctive fragrance. 
 

 

 

LARGE GRASSES 
 

• Giant Reed  
   (Arundo donax) 
    Grows  in moist places and  
    stream ditches. This is a  
    giant grass,  look for 
    leaves that encircle the  
    stem and jut out at  
    an angle. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

• Pampas Grass     
   (Cortaderia jubata   
   and C. selloana) 
    Grows on disturbed  
    soils, especially on   
    coastal road cuts but     
    also grows inland in wet   
    and dry areas. Look for     
    large, feathery plumes. 
 

Handout produced on behalf of the Weed Management Area of Santa Cruz County with funding from the Santa Cruz County Fish and Wildlife Advisory Commission. 2017. 

Invasive plants are one of the biggest threats to the natural areas that make Santa Cruz County unique. The 
key to controlling the spread of invasives is early detection and treatment. Use this guide to help you identify 
nonnative plants in your area.  
 

SHRUBS 
 

• French Broom    
  (Genista monspessulana) 
    Common in disturbed areas;  
    spreads quickly, grows in groups 
    large and small. Look for lobed  
    leaves in groups of three and 
    bright yellow flowers in the  
    spring. Has hairy stems,  
    leaves and seed pods.  
 

• Scotch Broom    
   (Cytisus scoparius) 
    Common in disturbed areas;    
    more bushy than French        
    Broom with large, yellow 
    flowers in spring and stems 
    with small, sparse leaves. 
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 

Other invasive brooms found in the area include: 
• Portuguese Broom (Cytisus striatus) 
• Spanish Broom (Spartium junceum) 
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VINES 
 

• Periwinkle (Vinca major)  
    Common in riparian areas. Look  
    for purple flowers and smooth, 
    dark green leaves. Stems contain  
    a milky latex. New plants can  
    establish from stem fragments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• English Ivy (Hedera helix) & Algerian Ivy    
   (Hedera canariensis) 
    Both of these species are evergreen woody vines. They  
    crowd out understory species quickly, often form dense  
    monocultures and can establish from stem fragments. 
    Leaf shape may vary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Himalayan  
   Blackberry 
   (Rubus armeniacus) 
    Rapidly displaces natives. 
    Robust vine/shrub. Look for 
    large thorns and leaves in  
    groups of  3 or 5.   
 

Other invasive vines:  
• Hedge Bindweed  
   (Calystegia sepium)  
• Garden Nasturtium  
   (Tropaeolum majus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GROUNDCOVERS & HERBACEOUS PLANTS 
• Poison Hemlock (Conium maculatum) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Iceplant  
   (Carpobrotus edulis) 
   Succulent that forms dense 
    mats most usually in coastal  
    habitats. Flowers vary in color 
    from pink to white to yellow. 
     

• Italian Thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus) 
   Grows in dense patches, found in 
    open, disturbed sites, along  
    roadsides, and in pastures. 
 

    
 

• Croftonweed (Ageratina adenophora) 
   Found in disturbed, coastal 
    canyons and riparian areas.  
    Produces abundant seed 
    that is dispersed via wind, 
    water, soil movement and 
    animals. Look for diamond- 
    shaped leaves and small, 
    white flower clusters. Poisonous 
    to livestock. 
 

Other invasive ground covers  
and herbaceous plants: 
• Stinkwort (Dittrichia graveolens) 
• Bull Thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 
• Small leaf spiderwort 
   (Tradescantia fluminensis) 
• Forget-me-not (Myosotis latifolia)              
• Harding Grass (Phalaris aquatic) 

For more information on the species listed in this handout, look them up on the California Invasive Plant Council website:  

 www.cal-ipc.org/ip/management/plant_profiles. For recommendations on how to remove and/or treat noxious weeds 

 go to: www.cal-ipc.org/ip/management/wwh/pdf/18601.pdf 

 

 

• Cape Ivy  
   (Delairea odorata) 
   Grows in dense mats and kills  
    trees and shrubs underneath.  
    Toxic to animals and fish. Look              
    for yellow flowers in the winter  
    months. New plants can establish   
    from stem fragments. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mostly grows in 

moist, disturbed 

areas, often along 

roadsides. Toxic to 

humans and 

animals. Look for 

red dots on stems. 

 

 

 

http://www.cal-ipc.org/ip/management/plant_profiles
http://www.cal-ipc.org/ip/management/wwh/pdf/18601.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjoxPrCh8vWAhVriFQKHfU0CRwQjRwIBw&url=https://gobotany.newenglandwild.org/species/vinca/major/&psig=AOvVaw3k0ph-6WAf958yhSkZ-JAG&ust=1506797285005678
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiMqoWJjMvWAhXC5lQKHeUeAeAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.uniprot.org/taxonomy/18795&psig=AFQjCNH8MH867EFMAwa8jDHTExlSkutJ3Q&ust=1506798465340086
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA_c2imMvWAhXngFQKHelYDi0QjRwIBw&url=https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hedera_canariensis&psig=AFQjCNHOfb26trVtnDw7aOdtgd6wAho5bw&ust=1506799740406469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy4dyZkcvWAhWpslQKHWklB7IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/hedera-helix-stem-with-leaves-flowers-and-high-res-stock-photography/155771751&psig=AFQjCNHOfb26trVtnDw7aOdtgd6wAho5bw&ust=1506799740406469
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9g9TUmsvWAhVFj1QKHSbeD8gQjRwIBw&url=https://sfforest.org/2012/08/13/blackberry-and-pesticides/&psig=AFQjCNET9Cr2zwJaSrIZEDhokmGNzZXExQ&ust=1506802323619323
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjVlOuxoMvWAhXKh1QKHXsOCGMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/237424211577859659/&psig=AFQjCNFJCCX2-VTZVB2LbCSPFUwHijL9hg&ust=1506803789754350
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi6pfzroMvWAhXKj1QKHSfOA9YQjRwIBw&url=http://www.ebay.com/itm/100-Wild-crafted-Poison-Hemlock-Conium-maculatum-seeds-eco-harvested-1-2-gram-/251218930133&psig=AFQjCNFJCCX2-VTZVB2LbCSPFUwHijL9hg&ust=1506803789754350
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi6qLGRpMvWAhXLi1QKHfRKAsQQjRwIBw&url=https://pixabay.com/en/carpobrotus-edulis-leaves-meaty-1090544/&psig=AFQjCNHRXpdhzgVxAF3cXFUcWC-iVVCjuw&ust=1506804774065264

