[short newsletter article for resource management organizations]

Weed them out!

Nurseries and resource managers partner to prevent horticultural introductions of invasive plants

PlantRight is a new initiative designed to help the horticultural community protect California’s wildlands from invasive plants. (See www.plantright.org .) PlantRight promotes safe and beautiful alternatives to the few horticultural plants that are invading and harming ecosystems. With this information, people throughout the industry can make smart choices about what they grow, recommend and sell.
This fall and winter, PlantRight is asking resource managers and weed workers to help get the word out to others in their field and to local nurseries. It is important that we support nurseries during this transition and celebrate their initiative. Starting in spring 2008, PlantRight will reach out to gardeners and the general public. Become a part of this dynamic educational campaign by signing up to distribute brochures or give presentations to local garden clubs and community groups.

The California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) is working with a diverse partnership of environmental groups, research institutions, government agencies, botanical gardens, and horticultural associations to guide PlantRight.  For more information on how you can help, contact Cora Puliatch, Cal-IPC Outreach Coordinator at (510) 843-3902, or cnpuliatch@cal-ipc.org. See www.plantright.org to learn about the initiative and the invasive plants it addresses.

