
California Invasive Plant 
Information Commons 
Components of the Commons:

People
Standards
Data
System for supporting data exchange 
and integration



NSDI Cooperative Agreement 
Program

This Grant: Building community, coordinating
Decision to build a California Invasive Plant 
Information Commons
Commitment to principles, adoption of standards

Other NSDI grant categories:
Data cataloging training workshops
Web mapping services, Open GIS



The people part of the Commons:
California Invasive Plant Data 
Collaborative

Community of people cooperating to 
share data and remove barriers to data 
sharing and development



Data Exchange Standards
Metadata

Describing Organizations, People, 
Projects, and Data

Data content and structure
Spatial data

Vocabularies
Emerging system for live data 
networking: CalEDLN



Data
Catalogs (metadata):

Organizations, Projects, Expertise
Spatial data
Documents, reports
Bibliographic
Photos
Maps

Plant distribution data from many 
sources
Open exchange for increased usage



Spatial data may be exchanged as 
NAWMA standard data in XML (GML)

CRISIS Maps: a data 
query, display, and 
download system



WWW Portal for the
Commons

Central point for:
Communications
Catalog and spatial data aggregation 
and open archive
Synthesized data products: state-wide 
maps, alert system



Northbay Environmental 
Information Commons



The Cal-IPC Weed Data Catalog 
http://ceres.ca.gov/catalog/BrowseCatalog.epl?id=1079





CalEDLN: Live integration of 
data from its source

Source A

Invasive Plant 
Commons 

Aggregation Service
Source B

Specialized 
website 
using 

aggregated 
data

Community products: 
catalog search, map 
displays, red alerts

XML

XML

Data from open libraries is 
harvested

or



Where to begin?

Decide to collaborate to share data
Agree on data exchange standards
Export data to open archives
Build shared systems
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