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Prevention in Federal Agencies

Bureau of Land Management
• 1996: issued agency-wide 

prevention guidelines
• includes district-wide prevention 

schedule
• “prevention & public education 

are the highest priority weed 
management activities”
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Prevention in Federal Agencies

Forest Service
• 2001: issued agency-wide “Guide 

to Noxious Weed Prevention 
Practices”

• risk analysis in planning and 
maintenance operations.
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Prevention in Federal Agencies

National Park Service
• agency-wide minimum ‘Best Management 

Practices’ will be developed by 2007
• parks are developing and implementing 

prevention practices
• Sequoia & Kings Canyon

• 2004: Superintendent Directive
• Yosemite National Park

• 2006: Invasive Plant Management Plan
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Overview

• Construction 
• Recreation
• Pack stations
• Wilderness
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Contractors

Ideal
• contract specifications 

with penalties

Challenges
• difficult to determine 

cause
• increases cost
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Contractors

Solutions
• equipment washing
• inspect fill material
• post-construction 

surveys
• part of project cost
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Source Material

Ideal
• contaminated foreign 

material not allowed

Challenges
• it’s all contaminated
• difficult to assess soil
• low demand for weed-

free material 
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Source Material

Solutions
• post-construction 

surveys
• risk management

• depends on
where and how

PROTECTING PUBLIC LANDS



Source Material

El Portal Road Project, Yosemite NP
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Vehicle / Equipment Inspection

Ideal
• check/clean all

propagule sources

Challenges
• diverse vehicles 

& equipment
• cost
• inconvenience
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Vehicle / Equipment Inspection

Solutions
• inspect heavy equipment from outside

management area
• require clean equipment in contract specs
• post-construction 

surveys
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Recreation 

Ideal
• certify that shoes, 

clothing & equipment are 
weed-free as condition 
of wilderness permit

Challenges
• permit requirements are 

already lengthy
• basic requirements are 

often not followed
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Recreation

Solutions
• focus on education
• place information, 

observation cards, 
and boot cleaning 
stations at trailheads 
to raise awareness
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Pack Stations 

Ideal
• must remove manure
• must maintain weed-

free grounds 
• must use certified 

weed-free feed

Challenges
• pack stations must be 

a “viable business”
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Pack Stations

Solutions
• pack stations must 

remove manure
• NPS assists in weed 

control 
• certified weed-free 

feed will be required 
when there are 3 local 
suppliers
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Administrative Use of Wilderness 

Ideal
• all helispots maintain 

a weed-free buffer
• shoes, clothing, hose, 

sling nets are 
inspected and cleaned

Challenges
• constant vigilance is 

needed by all
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Administrative Use of Wilderness 

Ideal
• all helispots maintain 

a weed-free buffer
• shoes, clothing, hose, 

sling nets are 
inspected and cleaned

Challenges
• constant vigilance is 

needed by all
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Administrative Use of Wilderness

Solutions
• education
• start with high risk 

groups
• post-fire weed 

surveys
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Common Themes 
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Powerful prevention 
tools
• planning cycles
• enforceable 

documents
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Powerful prevention 
tools
• planning cycles
• enforceable 

documents

Photo by Rita Beard



Common Themes 

• affects others
• requires reaching a lot 

of people
Education!

Greatest difficulty when 
a prevention measure:
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Common Themes 

Greatest difficulty when 
a prevention measure:

• affects others
• requires reaching a lot 

of people
Education!
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Common Themes 
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Prevention measures 
often fail when they are 
unrealistic

• explain purpose & 
need of measure

• listen
• work together to find 

a solution



Common Themes 
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Ideal prevention can be 
time-consuming and 
difficult
• prioritize
• choose your battles
• keep working toward 

ideal



Protecting Public Lands

Thanks to:

Jerry Asher, BLM
Rita Beard, NPS & USFS

Dianna Brink, BLM
Joanna Clines, USFS
Carolyn Gibbs, BLM
Denis Kearns, BLM
Gina Ramos, BLM

Bobbi Simpson, NPS
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