
Cal-IPC 2014 
 

Managing invasive plants and bringing 
back wildlife: The evolution of riparian 

restoration over 15 years with River 
Partners 

 
Tom Griggs 

River Partners 
 





 

Sacramento River 



 



 

Sacramento River 

Highway 45 
Glenn County 



 

Cottonwood 

Valley Oak 



 

Stanislaus River 







 

Stanislaus River 



 

Walnuts 

Riparian Restoration 



Public Safety and Flood Management 



Sacramento River Wildlife Corridor 

Importance of Riparian Corridor to Wildlife Migration 



Riparian Wildlife 



Riparian Bird Focal Species 



Bank Swallow 

Constructs nest burrows in recent cut-banks 



Breeding habitat for important species 



Riparian Brush Rabbit 



Valley Elderberry 
Longhorn Beetle 



Phragmites 



Tree-of-Heaven 



Arundo donax 



 

Stony Creek – Glenn County 



FLOODS HAPPEN! 













Irrigation Installation 





Wildlife and Vegetation Restoration Design 



Wildlife and Vegetation Restoration Design 



Wildlife and Vegetation Restoration Design 



Wildlife and Vegetation Restoration Design 



Cross-Section through Planting Design 
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1) Can we get them to germinate and grow? 

2) Will they tolerate our maintenance 
activities? 
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Buffington Unit SJRNWR 



Endangered least Bell’s vireo 

First nesting in Central Valley in 60 years 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 
 Native plants can successfully 

replace Invasives – 
 

with properly-timed  
Land Management! 

  



CONCLUSIONS 
 

Populations of targeted wildlife 
species can be restored if careful 

attention is given to restoring 
vegetation structure. 

 



FUTURE NEEDS: 
 

Development of  a riparian 
restoration model to accurately 

assess site potential for 
horticultural success and 

refinement of designs for wildlife 
use. 

 



March 2013 – Vierra Unit SJRNWR 
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Gray Fox 
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Handbook.   
Published By  
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http://www.riverpartners.org/documents/Rest
oration_Handbook_Final_Dec09.pdf 
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