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Overview of 
Funding Sources 

Jason Giessow, Dendra Inc. 



FEDERAL Funding Sources 

Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 

EPA 5-Star Restoration 
Program 

All (Federal, 
State, local, 
landowner) 

$10K ave 5 partners 

EPA 
(through 
RWQCBs) 

Nonpoint Source (319) 
Program 

State to 
local/landowner ? 40% 

ACOE 
Flood Hazard Mitigation 
& Riverine Ecosystem 
Restoration Program 

Local 
governments 

Up to $30 
million. 

50% 
planning, 
35% 
implement 

NFWF Pulling Together Initiative 
(PTI) 

Federal, State, 
local, NGO 

50% non-
federal 

NFWF Keystone Initiative 50% 
NFWF Bring Back the Natives Ave $48K 75% (2:1) 

NFWF Charter Grant Programs – 
25 funding programs 



FEDERAL cont. 

Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 
USFWS Portal www.fws.gov/grants 
USFWS Endangered Species Program All? ? 25% 

USFWS North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act (NAWCA) 

State, local, 
landowner 

Over $50K 
& under 
$50K 

50% 

USFWS Cooperative Conservation 
Initiative Local 50% 

USFWS National Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation Grants State 25% 

USFWS Landowner Incentive 
Program State to landowner 25% 

USFWS State Wildlife Grants State to 
local/landowner 50% 

USFWS Private Stewardship Grants Local/landowner 10% 

USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
(PFW) Local/landowner 50% or 

less 



FEDERAL cont. 
Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 

USDA (Farm 
Service 
Agency) 

Coastal Reserve 
Program 

State, local, 
landowner 

Up to $50K/yr, or 
25-50% of cost 50-75% 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Conservation Technical 
Assistance 

Federal, State, local, 
landowner A service None 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Emergency Watershed 
Protection Program 

Public and private 
lands Covers up to 75% 25% 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program 
(EQIP) 

Landowners with 
current or past 
agriculture 

Up to $50K 25% min 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Watershed Protection 
and Flood Prevention 

State, local, 
landowner 

100% flood 
prevention, 50% 
other 

None or 
50% 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Wetlands Reserve 
Program 

Landowners (State, 
local, individual) 

Depends on 
duration of 
easement 

USDA 
(NRCS) 

Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program 
(WHIP) 

Private landowners 75% of costs 25% min 



STATE Funding Sources 
Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 

Resources 
(CalTrans) 

Environmental Enhancement 
and Mitigation Program 
(EEMP) 

Federal, State, local, non-
profit $350K Zero, but 

scored 

CA State 
Parks 

Habitat Conservation Fund 
(HCF) State or local agencies 

No min, no 
max, $2million 
avail 

50% non-
State 

DFG  NCCP Local Assistance Grant Local agencies, non-
profits 

~$550K for 
program 

DFG  ESA Section 6 Grant (HCP-
NCCP) 

EEF-  
Oil spill 

25% non-
federal 

Cal-Fire Urban Forestry and Urban 
Greening Grant Program 

State, non-profits, local 
agencies, NGOs 

Cal-Fire Leafing Out Grant Program State, non-profits, local 
agencies, NGOs 

Cal-Fire Leading Edge Program State, non-profits, local 
agencies, NGOs 

Cal-Fire Urban Forest Education State, non-profits, local 
agencies, NGOs 

Cal-Fire California Forest 
Improvement Program 

RCDs, NGO watershed 
groups, private 
landowners 

Active 



STATE cont. 

Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 
Department of 
Water Resources 

Urban Stream Restoration 
Program 

Public agencies 
and non-profits 

$50K-
$1million 

Department of 
Water Resources 

Integrated Regional 
Watershed Management 
(IRWM) 

State, local, NGO Variable Typically 
>25% 

CA Coastal 
Conservancy 

CA Coastal Conservancy 
Grant Program 

Federal, State, 
local, NGOs Variable 

CA Coastal 
Conservancy & 
partners 

Wetland Recovery Program 
(WRP): Work Plan.  May 
be funded by CA Coastal 
Conservancy or other 
partner agencies 

State, local, NGO 
 Variable ? 

CA Coastal 
Conservancy & 
partners 

Wetland Recovery Program 
(WRP): Community 
Wetland Restoration Grant 
Program 

State, local, NGO <$50K? ? 

Wildlife 
Conservation 
Board 
(WCB/DFG) 

Riparian Habitat 
Conservation Program 

Public agencies, 
non-profits Variable 



REGIONAL / LOCAL Funding Sources 

Funder Program For Who Amount Match Req 

Audubon Society Together Green Grant 
Program 

NGOs, 
partner with 
Audubon 
branch 

$5K-$80K, 
ave=$25K 

Regional Water 
Quality Control 
Board 

Supplemental 
Environmental Projects 
(SEP) 

State, local, 
NGOs Variable Variable 

DFG Regional 
Distribution of violations 
and fees, adaptive 
management funds 

Local, 
NGOs? Variable None? 

Legal 
settlements Oil spills, power plants, etc. 

Mitigation In-lieu fee programs, 
mitigation sites, etc. 

Regional and 
local foundations 



Local Funding Resources 

Five southern CA coastal counties- 
www.scwrp.org/funding.htm 



Open Funding Discussion 
• Open new doors for funding 

– Tie in different types of funding sources: 
fire, flood, urban greening, climate change 

• What funding sources have you gotten that 
we have not covered? 

• Can you partner to access funding? 
• If you have a project, can you partner and 

offer it as a match? 
• Can you add components (rec, outreach, 

edu) to strengthen your application? 
 



Components of Strong 
Applications 



Rationale/Benefit 

• Describe/document benefits: 
– Habitat, T&E, fire, flood, access, other 

beneficial uses 
• Has prioritization occurred? 
• Project is at appropriate scale? 
• Watershed/landscape/reserve plans 

enacted 
• Monitoring and documenting benefits 

 



Mapping 
• Good quality mapping has occurred at 

appropriate scale (region/ watershed/ 
landscape/ preserve) 

  -Online resources: CalWeed Mapper,   
   SANDAG GIS data 

• Demonstrates project feasibility 
• Assists with permitting & ROEs 
 



Demonstrate Capacity 
• Past project execution 
• Administrative capability 
• Staff of specialists 
• Right ‘type’ of entity for project (NGO, 

RCD, agency, etc.) 
• Ability to partner and obtain ROEs 
• Have approved regulatory permits 
• Ability to meet permit and project 

monitoring and reporting requirements 
• Sustainability (ability to maintain benefits 

and keep project going) 



Financial Criteria 

• Reasonable administrative costs 
• Competitive match 
• Good accounting and auditable 

practices 
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