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Project GoalsProject Goals

Identify a YST Identify a YST ““no spread no spread 
lineline””
Coordinate efforts to stop Coordinate efforts to stop 
eastern spreadeastern spread
Eradicate outlier Eradicate outlier 
populations east of the linepopulations east of the line
DO THE DOABLE! DO THE DOABLE! 



14 Sierra 14 Sierra 
Foothill CountiesFoothill Counties
Plumas to KernPlumas to Kern

Project AreaProject Area



What are we protecting?What are we protecting?

12.9 million acres 12.9 million acres 
of public lands of public lands 
Habitat for 48 Habitat for 48 
threatened or threatened or 
endangered plants endangered plants 
and animals and animals 



What are we protecting?What are we protecting?

Property valuesProperty values
Recreational Recreational 
values values 
Forest/timber Forest/timber 
productionproduction



Why is this project important?Why is this project important?

FOCUSED effort to control YSTFOCUSED effort to control YST
Agency collaboration Agency collaboration -- statewide statewide 
Regional approach can be used as a modelRegional approach can be used as a model
Educational opportunity Educational opportunity –– early detection early detection 
and rapid responseand rapid response
Save $$$ by stopping the spread NOW!Save $$$ by stopping the spread NOW!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EDRR – this is truly an educational opportunity for the general public to understand the benefits of EDRR



ObjectivesObjectives

Improve coordination and cooperationImprove coordination and cooperation
Prioritize and fund mapping and Prioritize and fund mapping and 
eradication at the county level eradication at the county level 
Work with Weed Management Areas Work with Weed Management Areas 
(WMA) to identify barriers and needs(WMA) to identify barriers and needs
Coordinate with state agencies and Coordinate with state agencies and 
public land managerspublic land managers
Establish Establish ““YST Prevention AreasYST Prevention Areas””

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each WMA is at a different stage in the process



Presenter
Presentation Notes


HISTORY OF THE PROJECT:

CDFA began in 1999:

Survey of County Ag Depts by township (left)

Roadside survey by CDFA with NFWF grant

Skeleton/limited data on occurrence



Survey and Mapping Survey and Mapping 
ComponentsComponents

Centralize a YST GIS database at CDFACentralize a YST GIS database at CDFA
Add data from 2000Add data from 2000--20072007
MiniMini--grants grants -- $5000 per WMA$5000 per WMA
6 of 14 counties establishing baseline6 of 14 counties establishing baseline

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add YST data for each WMA, if available



Gained 1200 feet 
in elevation 
on Hwy 4 in 

Calaveras County
2000 – 2007!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
By gathering 2000-2007 data – new findings!



Survey PrioritiesSurvey Priorities 
Start east and head west! Start east and head west! 

Disturbed areasDisturbed areas
–– burned areas, wildfire and controlledburned areas, wildfire and controlled
–– construction sites, road and developmentconstruction sites, road and development
High risk/value areasHigh risk/value areas
–– near threatened and endangered speciesnear threatened and endangered species
–– important wildlife habitatimportant wildlife habitat
–– agriculture including timberagriculture including timber
–– high value and/or use recreation areashigh value and/or use recreation areas
–– along waterwaysalong waterways



Identification of Barriers and NeedsIdentification of Barriers and Needs

Funding!Funding!
Ability to hire seasonal Ability to hire seasonal 
and/or partand/or part--time stafftime staff
GPS and GIS trainingGPS and GIS training



Identification of Barriers and NeedsIdentification of Barriers and Needs

Coordination with Coordination with 
agenciesagencies
Not all treatment Not all treatment 
tools availabletools available
Engaging private Engaging private 
landowners; landowners; 
access to private access to private 
landslands



Coordination with AgenciesCoordination with Agencies

Engaging at the local and 
state level:
BLM – three districts
Two National Parks
Six National Forests
Utility Districts
Caltrans, local road depts.



Surveys CompletedSurveys Completed

24,700 gross 24,700 gross 
acresacres

2,950 miles of 2,950 miles of 
roadwayroadway



TreatmentTreatment

Hand pulled  Hand pulled  
–– 24 acres at 1524 acres at 15--20% 20% 

covercover
–– 41 miles of roadway 41 miles of roadway 

at 15at 15--20% cover20% cover

Herbicide treatment Herbicide treatment 
on 137 net acreson 137 net acres



Outreach and EducationOutreach and Education

Landowner Surveys Landowner Surveys 
WorkshopsWorkshops
Informational Informational 
booths at eventsbooths at events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Landowner Surveys – absence/presence to apns within 5 miles of estimated leading edge line





Outreach and EducationOutreach and Education

Presentations to BOS, Presentations to BOS, 
planning boards, planning boards, 
agricultural agricultural 
commissions, commissions, 
homeowners homeowners 
associationsassociations
Site visits Site visits 
Reached +1950 Reached +1950 
landowners!landowners!



YST Prevention ZonesYST Prevention Zones

ENTERING 
Yellow Starthistle 
Prevention Area

Protecting the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains 

from invasive Yellow 
Starthistle!

If you see this plant 
call (530) 621-5533



Merced Canyon Project Merced Canyon Project 
Highway 140Highway 140



Yosemite National ParkYosemite National Park 
Environmental Assessment to expand treatmentEnvironmental Assessment to expand treatment

 



High Priority AreasHigh Priority Areas

Hwy 180 at Fresno Hwy 180 at Fresno -- 
Tulare County Tulare County 
BorderBorder

Sierra Resource Sierra Resource 
Conservation Conservation 
DistrictDistrict

Sequoia National Sequoia National 
ForestForest

SequoiaSequoia--Kings Kings 
National ParkNational Park

Squaw Valley private Squaw Valley private 
landownerslandowners

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USFS 850 plants removed 2008 – Convict Flat Campground



Highway 50

4.4 mile 
“knockback”

2004-2008



Next StepsNext Steps

Analyze the 
data

and 

define the 
“no spread” 
line at the 
local level



Connect the Connect the 
““dotsdots”” 
across the across the 
regionregion



Connect the Connect the 
““dotsdots”” 
across the across the 
regionregion



Connect the Connect the 
““dotsdots”” 
across the across the 
regionregion



Connect the Connect the 
““dotsdots”” 
across the across the 
regionregion



Next StepsNext Steps

Identify and eradicate outlier infestations Identify and eradicate outlier infestations 
east of the lineeast of the line
Control YST along the Control YST along the ““nono--spreadspread”” lineline
Compile WMA data annually and update Compile WMA data annually and update 
the REGIONAL the REGIONAL ““stop the spreadstop the spread”” lineline



Next  StepsNext  Steps

Secure funding for followSecure funding for follow--up survey and up survey and 
treatmenttreatment
Prevention and best practices Prevention and best practices –– educational educational 
materialsmaterials
–– Planners/building departmentsPlanners/building departments
–– Construction industryConstruction industry
–– Landscaping contractors and professionals Landscaping contractors and professionals 
–– Materials suppliersMaterials suppliers
–– RecreationistsRecreationists
Voluntary Voluntary ““Weed FreeWeed Free”” certification for certification for 

materials suppliersmaterials suppliers



Thank YouThank You

Wendy West, UCCEWendy West, UCCE
(530) 621(530) 621--5533 or 5533 or wkwest@ucdavis.eduwkwest@ucdavis.edu

Project info at CDFA Encycloweedia:Project info at CDFA Encycloweedia:

www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ipc/encycloweedia/encycloweedia_hp.htmwww.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ipc/encycloweedia/encycloweedia_hp.htm

mailto:wkwest@ucdavis.edu
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