
Volunteers, weeds, and 
the Calflora Database



Steps to Volunteer Action

• Learn about the issue
• Connect as an individual
• Get involved in coordinated action



Support Learning

• Provide easy access to photos and 
information about California wild plants

• Introduce concepts of native and exotic



Simple Search

Are there wild 
dogwoods in 
California? 
What do they 
look like?  
Where do they 
occur? 



Initial Query Results

•Click on name to see 
Species Report

•Click on photo to see more 
photos



Initial Query Results

I saw it on my 
hike in Marin, I 
know it was a 
composite.  
Help me out....



Species Report
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Observation display
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• About 30,000 different users per month, making 600,000 
requests for photos and information

• Large range of users, from expert botanists to school children.



Build Participation

• Users help build and improve photo and data 
collections 

• Opportunities for all ages and skill levels



Photos are donated by 
expert and amateur 
photographers. 

Annotations allows 
experts to review and 
correct identifications. 

Click on 
ID reviewed   or
ID not reviewed

to see or add annotations.

Photo Collection Participation



Observation 
Library 
Participation





Open door: Document observer credentials so 
data can be used appropriately



Support Coordinated Action

• Provide infrastructure for data sharing and 
exchange among local volunteer groups

• Provide tools for easy viewing, downloading 
and analysis of data from many sources
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Maintain occurrence library and tools



Email Alerts: New county records for invasives



Contributing 
Observations













New Observer’s 
Registration Form







Quality documentation: observer credentials



Quality documentation: attribution and methods



Quality control: first-hand, positive observations



CalFlora Partners
Collaborators and Data Contributors

Bureau of Land Management
California Academy of Sciences
CalTrans
CA Dept. Fish & Game
CA Dept. Food & Ag.
California Native Plant Society
San Jose State Herbarium
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
UCB Dept. ESPM
UCB Digital Library Project
UCB Univ. & Jepson Herbaria
UC Davis Information Center 
for the Environment

USDA Forest Service
USDA Nat’l Plant Data Center 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Financial Support
CalTrans
The JiJi Foundation 
National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation
Bureau of Land Management
USDA Forest Service
USGS Bio. Resource Division
and private donations.



www.calflora.org


